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guess at what the future will be. However,
we have to observe how this State of Western:
Australia has been treated relatively to the
Eastern States. When we examine that as-
peet, our future does not look very bright.
In the past conduet of owr brethren in the
Eastern States there is nothing to inspire us
with a hope that they will mete out better
treatment to Western Awunstralia when they
secure additional power. I do not think we
shall suddenly encounter a change of heart
ie eastern Australia. If this forecast should
prove to be completely wrong when the
Commonwealth gets the additional power it
seeks, if the Commonwealth then sets aboni
"a comprehensive, intelligent reconstrnction
policy for Western Australia, sets about de-
veloping Western Anstralia’s resources and
abolishing the disabilities of Western Aus-
tralian ecitizens as compared with Eastern
States Australians, sets abont placing eight
or fen million people in Western Australia
as a protection in the war that will come
after this one, we shall all acknowledge that
we are proved wrong and that there has
been a change of heart on the other side of
the continent. I do not say that the change
of heart may not come about. I would be
happy to feel that sueh a possibility existed.

Recently I have had occasion to do public
business and private business under a system
of inteuse control by the Eastern States.
One cannot do anything here; nobody here
has anthority; everything has to be referred
to the Eastern States. That is a very bad
svstem indeed to live under. 1 suggest that
the bureauncratie system under which we live,
controlled by the Eastern States—where non-
entities become ecelebrities over night and
wield unlimited power, often wielding it
unsympathetically towards Western Aus-
tralin—leaves Western Australian citizens at
a great disadvantage as eompared with the
inhabitants of the BEastern States, alike in
major problems and in minor matters. Let
me quote one trifling ineident to show the dis-
abilities existing here. Frequently regula-
tions are promulgated in Canberra. We al-
ready have a book of regulations that runs
te a thousand pages.

When one sees an advertisement in the
Press that there has heen an amendment
of a repulation, and when one poes to
the Commonwealth Treasury to obtain a
eopy of the amendment, one is told,
“There are only two copiex of the amend-
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ment here. We can get you a copy from
Canberra.” If one asks how long that will
take, the reply is “A week or ten days.” One
has to wait for that length of time to aseer-
tain the nature of a law one has to obey, I
hold that the present Canberra system is the
worst part of the Nazi system. It is the bad
hureaueratic part, without the intense effi-
cieney. So I shall be indeed sorry to see
any prolongation of the present system in
Australia. Nevevtheless I bope that if the
Bill goes to a Select Committee we shall
arrive at something more definite then the
present wording of the measure. My main
objection to the Bill is its vagneness. I feel
that in supporting the Bill I am giving away
rights of the Western Australian people
without being clear in my own mind as to the
powers I am helping to transfer to the Com-
monwealth. The risk is a terrible one to
take. For the reasons I have given, I shall
support the sccond reading of the Bill.

On motion by Mrs. Cavdell-Oliver, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned al 6.25 pom.

Tegislative Assembly,

Thursday, 21st January, 1943.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 am,,
and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (6).
GRASS FIRLES
As to Outbreaks Caused by Locomotives,

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that on Christinas
Day some twelve fires were caused by a rail-
way engine at various points between Narro-
oin and Pingelly? 2, Way anv inquiry held
to ascertain the cause of such bhappening?
3, If so, what was the result of the inquiry?
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4, If no inquiry has yet been held, will he
have one eonducted immediately and make
known the results? 5, Will he take all pos-
sible measures to prevent engines from start-
ing fires during the remainder of the sum-
mer?

The MINISTER replied: 1, No. The
Cuballing Road Board reported that fires
had been staried on Christimas Day and on
subsequent investigation the length runner
ohserved traces of several fires outside the
railway reserve, date and origin of which
are unknown, 2, It is not the practice to
investigate the eause of fires oceurring out-
side the railway reserve unless damage is
enused and there is evidenee that they were
started by loeomotives. 3, Drivers of trains
on Christmas Day on this section did not
notice any fires. Spark arresting appliances
were fitted to the engines of these trains
and were reported to be in good order prior
to and after completion of journey. 4,
Answered by No. 3. 5, All engines are fitted
with cfficient spark arvesting appliances and
these ave examined both before going on
traific and when stabling., All peeessary pre-
cautions are taken to see that appliances
are in good order. In addition, firebreaks
are cut on railway reserves and sidewidths
burnt off, railwaymen are instrueted to take
every care to prevent fires, and to give all
possible assistance in  extincuishing out-
breaks, and other measures arve also taken
with a view to minimising fire risk.

WHEAT GROWING.
{a) As to Superphosplate Supplies.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agviculture: 1, Ts there a regulation which
will compel wheatgrowers to sow 40 }bs. of
superphosphate per acre with wheat sown
during the coming season? 2, If so, is it
a State or a Commonwealth regulation? 3,
In view of the faet that superphosphate
supplied this year is only 18 per cent. as
against the nsual 23 per cent., will a farmer
be penelised in any way if he vuses a greater
amount of snperphosphate per acre in such
circumstances, reduecing his acreage aceord-
ingly, when his experience dictates that 40
Ibs. of even the higher grade of superphos-
phate is insufficient for his type of land. 4,
If so, will not this necessarily result in a
waste of superphosphate and seed?

The MINTSTER replied: 1 and 2, National
Security (Fertiliser Control) Regulations,
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No. 340, 1942, and National Security (Fer-
tiliser Control) Regulations—Delegation of
Powers—eonferred such powers on the Under
Seeretary for Agrieulture. 3, A total phos-
phorie aeid content of 23 per cent. super-
phosphate should not be regarded as the
usual perecentage in commercial superphos-
phate. Prior to 1937 the total varied from
17 per cent. to 22 per cent. During 1941-42
the percentage was 22 per cent., and since
November, 1942, the total has been reduced
to 18 per cent. The statement is noted that
in the cxpevience of some farmers 40 lbs. of
23 per cent. superphosphate is insufficient
for the produetion of wheat on certain types
of land. This statement is not indorsed by
the Department of Agrieulture without ex-
press qualifications. Research by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture at varions centres of
the State over a period of 14 years indicates
that—even on light loamy soils—there is
some residoal value of superphosphste up
to 14 years. Qur scientists advise and are
confident that, with a normal season this
vear, but with a reduced applieation of
superphosphate on well tilled mature forest
land, yields should exceed 90 per cent. of the
normal erop. Western Australia normally
refuires approximately 260,000 tons of
superphosphate.  Only 90,000 tons are avail-
able this year for all purposes after allow-
ing for priority crops and the Contingeney
Pool. Wheat for grain is being allotted ap-
proximately 32,000 tons of this amount. 4,
It is not thonght that farmers will deliber-
ately sow land which is unsuited for the
cultivation of wheat and which will thus
result in a waste of superphosphate and
seed. Farmers ave advised to restriet opera-
tions to most snitable types of soil or the
best tilled portions of their farms.

{b) s to Acreage Restriction and
Compensation.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Treasurer: In
the House of Representatives on the 11th
December last, the Minister for Commeree
(Mx. Secully) said that he had authorised
the payment of the amount agreed upon, in
compensation for reduced wheat aress, to
the Western Australian Government, which,
he presumed, would distribute the money
forthwith to the wheatgrowers econcerned.
1, Has the money referred to by Mr. Senlly
been received by the State Government?
2, If so, has the work of paying the money
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over to the farmers concerned been com-
menced? 3, If not, when and how will such
payments be made? 4, Will they be made
direct to the farmer? 5, If the money has not
yet been received from the Commonwealth
Government, will he endeavour to obtain it at
once and make if available to the farmers
before the end of January? 6, If the receipt
of the money is delayed, will the State Gov-
ernment advance the money required so that
pavment to the farmer can be expedited?

The TREASURER replied: 1, No.
2 Answered by No. 1. 3, Preliminary work
of preparing lists is in hand and payment
will be made through the Aunstralian Wheat
Board immediately following completion of
payments covering present season’s wheat
deliveries. 4, Yes. 5, See answer to No. 3.
6, If after the claims are approved there is
any undue delay in making payments, eon-
sideration will be given to advances being
made by the State.

FIREWOOD AND COAL.
As to Supplies.

Mr, NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Labour: 1, In view of the widespread dis-
tress in this State last winter, owing to the
shortage of firewood, will he inform the
House what steps have been or are being
r1aken to prevent a recurrence in the ensning
winter months? 2, Will there be a suffi-
ciency of coal and firewood available for in-
dustrial and domestic purposes?

The MINISTER replied: 1, The Forestry
Department has continned to have firewood
cut and stored for the purpose of trving
fully to provide for next winter's require-
ments. 2, In view of manpower and other
difiienlties, it is impossible to state with ecer-
fainty that suilicient coal and firewood will
he available during the whole of the winter
for all industrial and domestic purposes, but
every cffort will be made to achieve that
ohjective,

SWINE FEVER,

(a) As to Treatment of Affected Carcases.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriewlture: 1, What number of pigs
approximately has heen discovered in West-
ern Australin to be affected with swine
fover? 2, Ave the pigs, after slanghter,
treated by digesters and, if so, does such
{reatment cnsure that infection cannot he
spread? 3, Ts the residue, following the
operation of the digesters, useful as ferti-
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lizer and, if so, is it made available to agri-
culturists, and does its use compare with
other fertilisers both from the standpoint of
utility and cost?

The MINISTER replied: 1, 12,238, 2,
Pigs slaughtered on farms are not treated
in digesters at meatworks. The proeess of
digestion effectively sterilises any offal
treated. 3, Yes,

(b) «s to Preventive Measures.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: As it appears that the for-
warding of pig meat to Australin from the
United States of Ameriea is to be continued,
and as suek will assuredly prevent the
eleaning-up of swine fever locally, will he
advise how, ultimately, he hopes to ensure
immunisation of elean pigs from the per-
petuation of this scourge?

The MINISTER repiied: By eradication
of the disease, and the prevention of fecd-
ing swill or any houschold refuse to pigs.

BILL—COAL MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS).

Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [11.6]): As
one of those who helieve that a system of
snperannuation or pensions should be made
available to all workers in the evening of
theiv lives, I have mueh pleasure in indi-
cating my support of the Bill. Similar
schemes are alveady in existence and these
ne doubt will act as a guide or basis for
future Jegislation of this charvacter, which T
helieve will vet he nniversal thronghout Ans-
tralic.  The memher for West Perth said
that thiz proposed legislation is of a see-
tionnl charaeter gnd that it shonld apply 1o
all workers, instead of a particular body.
With that eontention 1 think we ean all
agree; but the Government, no doubt after
serious eonsidevation and thought, has dn-
cided to mtraduee this Bill and I desirve to
eongratulate it upon its action. In passing,
T would also like to affer my commendation
te the member for Collie for his persistent
advaeaey over a lone period of vears on he-
half of the coalminers of this State.  The
Government has, in my opinion, acted wisely
in selecting the eoalmining industry as the
fivst ealling of a private nature to come
within a pensions scheme.
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We must study the whole background and,
when we have done so, I think we can in a
large measure agree with the Government.
Firstly, there is the compactness of the
locality, since the area from which coal is
produced in this State is about 40 square
miles, and the number of men concerned is
comparatively small, approximately 800.
Secondly, although the industry may be
termed & private one, it has been said—and
no one is in a position to contradiet the
statement—that 90 per cent. of the output of
these mines is purchased by the Commissioner
of Railways on hebalf of the State Govern-
ment. So that although the industry is not
actually under the jurisdiction of the Admin-
istration, yet the State Government exercises
a fair measnre of contvol. We have also to
take into account the fact that in Queens-
land, Victoria and New South Wales, the
other three main States where coal is pro-
duneed, the miners now enjoy a system of
pensions. It is only natural that in the or-
dinary course of events the miners in this
State should expeet at least a similar mea-
sure of soeial justice to that obtaining in the
States T have mentioned. So far as I am
awarve, the provisions of this Bill follow those
embortied in the Aets in the other States.
Taking a glance through the pages of his-
torv, we find that in vegard to the first recowl
of coal production, the Firth of Forth is
mentioned, coal having been found there in
the year 1200; and down through the cen-
turies in various parts of the United King-
dom, coal has been discovered.

Under the terrible conditions which existed
in the early stages of the coalmining indus-
tries, those obliged to earn their living by
this ealling were in a staie of semi-serfdom.
It was not until 1799 that serfdomn in the
industry was abolished by Aet of Parliament
in Scotland. The history of the dawn of the
industrial vevolution and a pgreat part of
the nineteenth century indicates that workers
who were obliged to work in that industry
were to all intents and purposes slaves,
There were no laws of any kind to protect
the coalminer, and there was no stipnlation
or regulation as to age or sex. Men and
women, and children of tender years earned
their living in the bowels of the earth. Tt
has been recorded in the reports of Royal
Commissions that tiny children too frail te
walk to work were often carried on the back
of father or mother. They were unable fo
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stand the strain of walking both ways, and
hag to be helped by their parents. Accidents
were frequent. Explosions were often severe,
and caused many fatalities. There were no
snch things as inquests in those days
beeguse the miner was considered, by the
coalmine owner at least, not to be a
human being. Many miners were killed
underground. The fatalities were regarded
as normal incidents in the industry, and it
was nof until 1840 that the Government
of England began to take serious notice.

In that year a humanitarian by the name
of Lord Shaftesbury eaused to be established
a Royal Comumission fo inquire inte the
horrors of employment in the mines of the
United Kingdom. It was disclosed that
childven from five vears of age upwards were
obliged to work in the mines for a living,
and they fignred prominently in the death-
roll of the day. The work of women and
children, it is recorded, was to drag wheel-
less tubs in the hottom of the mine. There
were no rails exeept wooden ones here and
there, and their duty was to drag these tubs
full of coal, the tubs being attached to the
women hy ropes and chains. As a result of
these diselosures, the cmployment under-
ground of women and of children under the
age of ten years was prohibited from 1842;
such things as the truck system, the miners’
hond and the butty system, were designed
for the purpose of keeping the miner in a
state of subjection and semi-slavery, Coming
to our own eountry we find that the industry
is a comparatively old one. Records show
that eoal was found in New South Wales in
1797, only a few years after the establish-
ment of that Colonv. It was found in Vie-
toria in 1825, and in Western Australia, on
the banks of the Murray River, in 1846, It
was not until 1883 that it was found on the
Collie River. In Tasmanip, coal was dis-
covered in 1850, and in Queensland in 1859,

Since the inception of the industry in
Australia, the miners, who have come in for
a great deal of eriticism—much of it un-
justified—have  suffered- many - vicissitndes
and trials in their efforts to gain decent
living conditions. Of late vears, however,
hoth in England and in this eonntry, mueh
has been done in the way of ameliorating the
conditions of miners who win coa! from the
earth. Such legislation as the Mines Regu-
lation Aect, and legislation providing for the
ventilation of mines and the introduction of
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modern machinery have done much to assist
in the improvement of the working conditions
of miners, but much remains to be done. It
is troe that Arbitration Courts fix the rate
of wage for workers in that industry, and
it is alse true that some of them on piece-
work receive £6 or £7 per week. But any
man who has been employed on piece-work,
even on the surface, will admit that if an
employer pays £6 or £7 a week as a result
of pieee-work, the worker well and truly
earns that figure. The amount is nothing
remarkable to pay to a man who has to earn
hiz living away from the sunlight. Dirt and
danger, falling stone, gases, and a dark and
dusty atmosphere—these are the normal sur-
roundings in whiech a miner wins coal from
the earth. Those who have had to live in
mining fields—whether gold or eoal—will
have experienced the wonderful feeling of
mateship and the brotherhood that exists
amongst the men who earn their living in the
dungeons of the earth.

Mr. Marshall: Do not forget their heroism.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Their heroism goes
without saying, because the reecords diseclose
that as the years go by. I think it is the
continual danger to which these men are sub-
jected which is responsible for the sirong
link of friendship which exists between miner
and mate, and between neighbour and neigh-
bonr. By deerces, the conditions of the
miners have improved and they are incom-
parably hetter today than they were some
few vears ago. But there is as yet no pro-
vision to enable the miner to receive a reason-
able allowance on retirement, after having
performed Enithful service to the nation for
many years. I do not propose to go into
detnils regarding the provisions of the Bill.
Suffiee it to say that the Minister for
l.abowr in his introductory speech elearly
outlined the provisions, finaneial and other-
wise,

T merely desire to indieate my opinion
that the Bill is a ronservative one. The Min-
ister said that some members might think it
was over-generonts.  That is the only point
on whieh I differ from him. Under the Bill,
the miner is to eontribute a certain amount,
the mine-ownems another amount, the Gov-
ernment is to pay its quota for a certain
period of yvears, and a maximum is estab-
lizhed. The miner, however, is only o rve-
ceive £2 a woeek hy way of pension, and if
he has dependent children under the age of
16, he will veecive an additional 8s. 6d. per
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week in respect of each sueh dependent
child, the maximum amount to which he will
be entitled being £1 5s. 6d. per week. It i<
true that provision is made for the widow
on the decease of the one entitled to the
pension. But this fact must be taken into
aceount that the Bill provides that all Com-
monwealth pensions, or payments of a Com-
monwealth character dealing with pensions
or allowances, are deductable from the sum
payable to the pensioner or retired miner.
Thomas Carlyle once said ot the miners--

Venerable to me i3 the hard hand. Vener
able too is the rugged face. Is it not the face
of a man living manlike? For us were thy
straight limbs and fingers so deformed. Thou
wert the conseript on whem the lot fell, and
fighting our battles thou wert so marred.
Those words were uttered about 100 years
ago, and conditions are different today. The
miners’ long struggle is epic of their efforts
to gain 2 measure of independence and social
justice.  The fight has been a long and
hard one, but by unity and self-sacrifice
by sticking to their mates, participat-
ing in long and anxious struggles and go-
ing without food when their principles were
at stake, by arguments at the conference
table and insistent advecacy of their prin-
ciples in the Parliaments of the Britishk
Empire, they have emerged with the hall-
mark of dignity and citizenship.

It is a remarkable fact in history that
these men, at the inception of the industry in
the United Kingdom, were looked upon and
treated by their owners more or less as dogs.
They were certainly not regarded as human
beings. They had practically no rights and
were to be compared, as the member for
Perth savs, with galley slaves. They have
now, after their many battles, reached =z
point—and I have great respeet for the men
who earn their living in the deep and dark
dungeons of the earth—where they have at-
tained some degree of soecial seeurity. The
least we ean do is to give them this measure
nf justice to whieh they will also contribute.
I, as a member of the Industrial Disputes
Committee of the A.L.P., have had a great
deal to do with these men during the last 14
vears, They are sound and rcasonable men
mud recognise the rights to which they are
entitled, and which they are prepared to oh-
tain by all fair means. Their record of in-
dnsirial peace in Western Anstralin justifies
this Parliament in giving special eonsidera-
tion to them. Their Bill has heen placed o
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the Statute-books of the Eastern States, and
I hope the same thing will be done here.
Their unity and self-sacrifice have lit a torch
that has diffused and generated light for
themselves and their wives and children, and
showg to other workers throughout this Comn-
monwealth the read they should follow to
obtain that measure of social justice about
which we hear so much today.

MR. CROSS (Canning): I bhave no desire
to waste the time of the House, and would
not have spoken on this measure but for the
clever and ingenious speech made yesterday
by the member for West Perth. I was
amazed at the statements made by him, be-
cause it seemed to me that he indicated his
opposition to the prineciple of superannua-
tion being extended to anybody. He referred
to islands in the eommunity that have got
either pension schemes or superannuation
schemes, and spoke of the civil servants as
heing people who, in recent vears, obtained
# long overdue svstem of superannuation.
Then he complained beeause the miners of
this State—one of the hardest working see-
tions of the rommunity and who toil pessibly
under the worst conditions of any men in any
eountry of the world—

Mr. Seward: Don’t talk nonsense!

Mr. CROSS: If the member for West
Perth does think along those lines, I chal-
lenge him to bring down a Bill to repeal the
Soperannuation and Family Benefits Act,
and see how far he gets with it.

Mr. McDonald: I voted for it,

Mr. CROSS: Then T am surprised at the
tenor of the hon. member’s remarks yvester-
day. Among other things it was very evi-
dent to me that quite a lot of the matter
contained in his able speech was not pre-
pared by him, but by some party vitally
interested in the industry. I do not know
how murh relianee can be placed on some of
the figures quoted by the hon. member. One
stafement be made was that the eost of elec-
tric eurrent was cheaper in other States than
it Western Australia. He referred to the
large industrial States in the Bast. It is
true that the cost of electricity is a most im-
portant factor in the running of secondary
industries, whether in Western Australia or
in any other State. I, therefore, took the
trouble to check something which I thought
I previously knew, namely, that electricity

costs in this State compare more than favour-
ably with those of any system in the Eastern
States.

It is diffieult to get recent fignres hecause
the varions electrical undertakings in the
Eastern States are not now issuing their
latest fignures. I will, however, make one
comparison whieh, T think, is the fairest one
that can be made—a comparison of the
greatest electrieal undertaking in Australia
with that operating in this State. I want
members to understand that in considering
anything in connection with the cost of pro-
duction of electric ¢urrent some notice must
be taken of the number of kilowatt honrs
produced by a eoncern becanse, as will be
obvious, the larger the undertaking the
cheaper the cost of production. We will,
therefore, take the largest producer in Ans-
tralia and compare the kilowatt hours pro-
dueed by it with those produced by our own
power house. The biggest electrical under-
taking in Australia is that run by the Sydney
County Council. It is regarded as the biggest
electriea] system in the Southern Hemisphera.
In its latest available report, that for the
year ending the 31st December, 1941, we find
that the number of kilowatt hours produced
was 887,957,000.

Mr. Seward: Can we rely on these figures?

Mr. CROSS: Yes. They are taken from
the annual report of the Sydney County
Council,

Mr. Warner: There is a later report than
that.

Mr. CROSS: The kilowatt hours of the
Perth Eleetricity Department aggregated
146,538,104 for the same period. Thus mem-
bers will see that the Sydney coneern pro-
duces many times more than the quantity
of clectrie eurrent that is tnrned out by the
Electricity Department here. The cost per
unit in Western Australia during the same
period was ,765d. whereas the cost in Sydney
was .76d. Thus the Western Australian cost
shows a very slight advantage in that the
cost of production is disclosed as a little
less than that of the Sydney undertaking.
Further, I assert that the Sydney and Perth
concerns produce the cheapest current in
the Commonwealth and it is also claimed that
these two systems are the chcapest in the
world, not even exeluding the undertaking
at Niagara. In these cirenmstances, how the
member for West Perth eould say that the
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vost of production of electricity was cheaper
in the Eastern States than here [ cannot
understand, and I certainly do not know
where he obtained his figures.

Mr. North: From Adelaide.

Mr. CROSS: 1f we ean place no more re-
liabee on the hon. member’s figures than we
ean respecting those I have taken the trouble
to analyse, I for one shall pass over that
phase and ignore his statements.

Mr. Warner: And that is that!

Mr. CROSS: I can say withont fear of
suceessful contradietion that in Western
Australia we have the highest thermal effi-
ciency of any associated with the production
of eleetricity throughout the Commonwealth.
Dealing now with the main prineiples of the
Bill, I believe that all sections of the com-
munity should have provision made in their
interests so that in their old age they may
enjoy adequate pensions or superannuation.
Because it is outside the ability of any Gov-
erninent to make some such proviston for the
whole of the community simultancously, that
affords no reason why a start should not be
made with provision for one or other sec-
tions of the community. There is another
phase. The miners of New South Wales
enjoy a pension scheme. TIn normal times
Western Australia draws large supplies of
coal from that State. On cach ton of coal
exported from New South Wales a special
charge of 5d. per ton is levied as a contri-
bution towards the miners’ pension scheme
and that special levy is paid by the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia. If it is right
that our Government should contribute to-
wards the cost of the miners’ pension scheme
in New South Wales, is it not fair and
reasonable for the Government to contribuge
towards a pension scheme for the coal miners
in its own State?

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. CROSS: I am pleased that the Bill
has been introduced, and I shall support
its second reading. If I can do anvthing
to ensure not only the passing of the Rill
now hefore the House, but later on of other
measures seeking to provide that all workers
shall be properly and adequately provided
for in their declining years, I shall gladly
fulfil that obligation.

On motion by Mr. Seward, debate ad-
Journed.
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BILL—COMMONWEALTH FOWERS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MRS, CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[11.35] : I bave very little to say on this
Bill. I have listened to some execellent
speeches against the measure, but strangely
encugh most of those who have addressed
themselves to the Bill and opposed its pro-
visions ended their utterances by indicating
that they intended to support it. They gave
that intimation despite the fact that they
had taken up much time in speaking against
its provision.

The Premier: They said they wounld snp-
port the seeond reading.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes.

The Premier: They could still dezl with
the Bill in Committee.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I hope so.
After listening to the speeches I have re-
ferred to, I came to the conclusion that the
reason for those members indicating their
support of the Bill, despite their opposition
to its provisions, was based on the fear that
the Commonwealth Government would not
carry out its obligations regarding the ve-
habilitation of soldiers and the provision for
their families and dependants. Possibly
they also feared that the Commonwealth
might terminate the payment of widows
pensions, child endowment and similar social
payments. If we hear in mind the number
of men now becoming soldiers, we can de-
finitely say that when the war is over,
should any Government not earry out its ob-
ligations it will not remain in power for
long. Either by force or through the ballot
box the soldiers will see to it that they and
their dependants obtain what is due to them.
The member for East Perth said that if the
Bill was not passed by the 31st January it
would be illegal. Despite that he said he
was going to support the second reading. I
cannot understand that form of diplomaecy,
which seems to me to be absolutely dis-
honest,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not reflect upon another hon. mem-
ber.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I do not in-
tend to do so. I am merely saying that that
form of diplomacy seems to me te be dis-
honest.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is now
insinuating that another member is dis-
honest,

Mis. CARDELL-OLIVER: I do not de-
sire to do that.

Hon. N. Keenan: Yon mean diplomatically
dishonest.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes. I claim
that dishonesty in the individual or in a
nation leads to ruin, We despise those small
countries in Europe that have given way to
Hitler because they would not stand up and
fight. Many of them gave way to intimida-
tion simply because of fear. What has been
their experience? Their position is relatively
the same as it would have been had they not
given way and abject slavery has been their
lot. They have been foreed to do just as
Hitler required. I am afraid that the atti-
tude of some members regarding the Bill
now before the House is along the same
Yines. Members have indicated their inten-
tion to support it because they fear the Com-
monweelth Government and what it may do.
If we are to agree to the measure for that
reason, we shall make a great mistake.

The rest of my speech I intend to devote
mostly to guotations. I believe I cannot do
better than let members know what was said
at the reeent Convention. I presume that
members have received copies of the official
report of the debate and I know that Dr.
Evatt sent a booklet to each member re-
garding his propaganda. It is a most in-
teresting piece of propaganda,

The Minister for Lands: Where did you
get your copy?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: From the
same place as the Minister gof his.

The Minister for Lands: 1 got mine from
the Premier.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Mine came
from Canberra.:

The Minister for Lands: But T am refer-
ring to the report of the proceedings of the
Convention.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: So am I! In
the course of extending a welcome to mem-
bers of the Convention the Prime Minister
said—

This Convention differs from the Convention
of 1897-98 because, today, federal union is an
aecomplished fact, and there iz in foree a
written Constitution which defines the relations
between the Commonwealth Parlinment and the
Legislatures of the several States. The Con-
stitution also lays down the procedure for any
change in its terms, That procedure for
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amendment involves action by two bodies only
—the Commonwealth Parliament and the peo-
ple of Anstralia. There is no provision for any-
thing in the nature of a popularly elected con-
vention or for the reference of propesed
amendments to any assembly omtside the Com-
monwealth Parliament itself,

On page 2 of the report the Prime Minister
stated—

But the amendment of our Constifution is, of

course, mot a question for lawyers or tech-
nicians. It is primarily a question for citizens
speaking as citizens. The actual lavguage of
onr Commonwealth Constitution expresses this
plainly. It is a people’s question that we have
to examine.
I should also like to qunote some remarks
made by our Premier because, in my opinion,
he made one of the best speeches—in faet, 1
may say, ihe hest speech—in setting ount
what he believed to be the desires of the
people of Western Australia. He said—

I recognise that any proposal for an altera-
tion of the Coustitution wmust be carried by a
majority of the States and a majority of all
the people. . . . I represent the State of Western
Australia, whose citizens have heen for the
past 20 years traditienally hostile to handing
over to the Commonwealth powers which it is
the function of the Stafes to exereise. . . .
The States are prepared to grant the Common-
wealth such powers as are necessary.

In making that remark the Premier
was dealing with post-war reconstruction.

But I believe they are unwilling to grant

such comprehensive and ill-defined powers as
might lead in the exercise of them to unifi-
cation. Perhaps 75 per cent. of the powers
asked for by the Commonwealth will nat be
exercised within the next five years.
We can gl] readily understand that they will
not he exercised within the next five years,
because no Government would put the serew
on until it had made its own position per-
fectly secure by obtaining the consent of the
people at a referendum. Referring to the
times and the proposal to take a referendum,
the Premier said—

I repeat that our first duty to the nation
hefore taking a referendum should he to give
the people an opportunity to understand the
proposals,

I hope the Premier. will bear that in mind
when the proposal is made to vefer this Bill
to a Select Committee.

At present the Commonwealth has power un-
der the Defence Act and the National Security
Regulations te do anything it desires to do.
Then the Premier snggested that the powers
should be extended, the period of their opera-
tion bheing from two tn four years after the
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cessation of hostilities.
suggested three years.

The Premier:
agree to that.

Mrs. CARDELL-QOLIVER: No, but the
suggestion was made. The Premier con-
tinued—-

I have no doubt that if any proposals were
submitted by way of referendum to the peopls
at present many would take the view expressed
this morning by Mr. Playford that some of the
powers asked for are entirely unnecessary and
eould be used in relation to amy activity now
dealt with by the States.

He added that the proposals now hefore the
House were very wide; they were practically
uniimited. Speaking of the powers nsurped
by the Commonweslth, he saig—

In 1906, tariff powers were taken from
Western Australia. That was enly five years
after that State was given the right to levy
Customs duties under the Constitution. In
1911, the Surplus Revenue Act was passed.
Under that legislation, the States were deprived
of a considerable portion of their sources of
revenue . . . Within ten vears of the estab-
lishment of the Commonwealth, Western Aus-
tralia had been deprived of money whieh it
expected to receive from Customs duty and
surplus revenue , . . It is not surprising there-
fore that the people of Western Australia at
any rate have got the idea that the Common-
wealth is a band of robbers. . . .

The people of Western Anstraliz, at any
rate, have bad a bitter experience in that re-
spact. Imvariably, when the Commonwealth has
asked for inereased powers, it has declared
that it required such powers for aspecific pur-
poses. However, the Commonwealth has ex-
tended the application of certain powers to
other purposes; and, whenever that has been
done, appeals to the High Court against Com-
monwealth aetion bave failed. At least, the
argument that such action is not in keeping
with the spirit in which such powers were
granted to the Commonwealth has been in-
effective so £ar aa the High Court is concerned.
On this occasion Dr. Evatt has stressed the
spirit of these proposals. I remind him that
the High Court, in dealing with any wmatter
ariging from the application of these powers,
would pay no attention to the apirit in which
they may be granted . .. The High Court has
declared that it eam take into consideration
only the letter of the law,

Further, on page 73 the Premier continued—

I have cvery confidence in the present Gov-
ernment; but some future Government may
deeide to exercise these powers for other than
the purposes for which they are now sought.
In that case, as I have just pointed out, the
States could obtain no redress from the High
Court. For this reason, many people, par-
ticularly the people of Western Australia, are
inclined to take the safe path by saying *Ne??
to every proposal for altering the Constitution.

Later he definitely

The Convention dJid not

[ASSEMBLY.]

Our Premier then outlined the geographieal
position of Western Australia. He quoted
John Stuart Mill as saying that in London he
was & churchman hut that possibly in Arabia
he might have been a Mohammedan; and I
suppose Arabia is not much further distant
from London than Canberra is from Western
Australia, The Premier proceeded—

Whether we like it or not, that fact is ap-
parent in Australia.
He instanced the scat of government, say-
ing—

Because of lack of knowledge, distance from
the seat of government also breeds misunder-

standings, and once they ocenr much effort js
necded to dissipate them.

He quoted India and the United States, and
continued—

There is a deep-rooted opinion in Western

Australia that the Federation has developed
in such a way that the older-established uand
more populous States have exploited the
smaller States, particularly Western Australia.
The discontent centres in the use of the Cus-
toms tariff, which has operated fo place a
heavy burden on the primary producers of
‘Western Australia and at the same time to re-
tard its secondary industries. Dumping and
other practices have heen prevalent quite a
long time.
Qur Premicr also pointed out that the per-
centage of enlistments from Western Aus-
tralia was higher than that from other
States, and that the Western Australian
people had done more than their share in
buying war savings certificates. He stated,
Eurther, that whilst our enlistments had been
ugsed to muke good deficiencies in other
States, we had not participated in the nation’s
reeord industrisl expaunsion—what industrial
expansion we had being due mainly to our
own efforts. Further, Western Australia, he
said, was the only State whose industrial
expansion from the standpoint of the number
of personnel employed in factories had de-
elined since the commencement of the war.
Regarding priees, it was pointed out by our
Premier that the greatest rise in prices dur-
ing the las{ war took place in 1918, and also
n 1919, while the Commonwesith Govern-
ment had war powers. I, of course, intend
to vote against the Bill, as I feel that our
Commonwealth Government has shown the
greatest ability to disorganise and to dis-
eriminate against this State and get the
teast return for its maney.

Mr. W. Hegney: And you want fo per-
petuate that, sinee you advocate continuance
of the present system!
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Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: If under the
present Commonwealth Government we have
such disorganisation as we have now, let me
tell the hon. member that the Bill means the
perpetuation of that disorganisation. On
page 111 of the Convention report there ap-
pears the following, though this is not by
our Premier—

The Civil Construction Corps will remain in
existence after the war, as the Civil Reconstruc-
tion Corps, into which will be absorbed all the
surplus (fisplaced munition and transport
workers and demobilised soldiers, airmen and
naval men. It will be a post-war labour bat-
talion, the equivalent of Hitler’s pre-war
conseript labour force. It will be the big
cmployment agency, possibly the largest ex-
isting in our post-war economy.

That is what Canberra is aiming for and
driving af. I shall not cast my vote to get
that sort of government.

Member: Who said that?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: A man named
Niecklin or Nicholas, I am not sure which. T
do not know whether sny members of this
House have ever been forced to work where
they did not want to go. 1 do not know
whether any of our members realise what
compulsion is like, though they are begin-
ning to have a notion of it now under war
conditions. As regards labour in Russia
under such conditions, the dam that was
blown np duriog the war meant the sacrifiee
of over a quarter of a million lives—lives of
people forced into labour gangs to baild the
dam.

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not think that has
anything to do with the Bill.

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: I desire to
druw a parallel. During onr great depres-
gion in Australia, men were set to work in
this State on national undertakings, so that
they might bhe emploved, having no other
source of livelihood. Men of 64 years of age
und more were sent to work in places far
distant from their homes, men in such a
physical condition that they were almost un-
ahle to do the hard manual work they were
told to do. Many of them came back to die
in hospital. That is what we should get
here if the scheme now put before us were
instituted and perpetuated.

Yesterday we listened fo a wonderful speech
by the member for Nedlands, who pointed
out the stupidity of being governed from a
distance, with consequent inability to get
satisfaction from the Central Government
for this country. I could quote scores and

2200

scores of instances where it has taken almost
a year to get payment of a few shillings due
from the Commonwealth Government, I
could give instances of shopkeepers who are
afraid to sell their goods at certain prices
lest they should be proseented for profiteer-
ing. There is great difficulty in obtaining
information quickly from Caoberra. Yeb
we are asked to give the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment all these powers perhaps because
we need a few houses. What did the Com-
monwealth Government do as regards the
few houses it built here? It built those
houses not of our wood but of Eastern States
iron. Under the proposed system of govern-
ment everything in the way of goods and
material required here by the Commonwealth
Government would come from the Eastern
States, as much as it does now.

Senator Collings made a remarkable speech
at the Convention. He slightly castigated
our Leader of the Opposition, telling him
that he made a wonderful speech, that he
thought he had an ordered mind, but not
a controlled mind. However, the senator
made the statement that he counld go into
any little hamlet or village throughout Aus-
tralia and send a telephone eall through the
post office there to any place on the con-
tinent. We might tell the senator that we
can go info any village throughout the con-
tinent of Europe and send a cable to Aus-
tralia. We can also go to any place through-
out England and Ameriea and find post
offices there in which we can get the same
facilitics. But there is one thing I ean tell
the senator, and it is that I know of no post
office in the world, other than Australia,
where our Prime Minister could be hung up
for practically a whole day when he wanted
to get in touech with one of his Ministers
on a most important subject in war-time. He
was not allowed to get through to a distant
Premier because the lines were controlled
by the 8.P. bookmakers. I know of no other
country in the world where the post office
is getting huge sums of moneys by installing
secret lines so that racing men can conduct
illicit business.

There is an organisation here which has
been sending letters to members of Parlia-
ment asking them to protest against this
Bill. I have had several such letters. One
reached me yesterday and I would like to
read it. The writer, whom I know, controls
many hundreds of votes.
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Mr. Fox: Controls vofes?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I mean that
he is the president of an organisation in
which he wields tremendous influence. That
is what I should have said. The letter
reads—

Dear Madam: Re the Commonwealth Powers
Bill now bheing considered by the Lepislative
Asgsembly, we wish to place our views on this
measure before you and to say that we most
strongly oppose the granting of any additional
powers to the Federal Government. Oue legal
authority, whom we had the opportunity of
hearing recently, gave as his opinion that it
was exiremely doubtful whether any of the
powers now heing sought, if once given, could
ever be regained. This is most important and
should be cleared wp. Alse quite a few of
the powers mentioned in the RBill have been
-administered by the Commonwealth for many
years. Further, under the National Security
Regulations the Commonwealth has all the
powers which are necessary and which we eon-
sider are more than sufficient for any situation
which may arise during the present conilict,
and for that matter immediately after, and
-any measures which are thought to be vital for
post-war reconstruction can be arranged by
agreement between the States and Common-
wealth without giving away powers which may
never be returned. We feel that the proposals
are only the thin end of the wedge for the
abolition of the State Parliaments generally
and should be resisted with all our power. In
conclusion, we also feel that the general feel-
ing of opposition to this measure is 2 suffi-
cient mandate for you fo oppose the Bill in
the Lower House. With all good wishes, Yours
faithfully (8gd.) Willeoeks.

Willeocks !

Mr. North: No relation, I hope?

My, Fox: What is the address at the head
of the letter?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : I will giveitfo
the hon. member later. In conclusion, I wish
to say that it has been a great disappoint-
ment to me, after reading the speech of the
Premier made at the Convention and after
reading speeches by others, to find that while
Danijel went into the lions’ den and got out
becanse of his faith, our Premier had no
faith, no faith in himself, no faith in his
State. He simply allowed himself to be
gobbled up by the lions.

Point of Order.

Mr. J. Hegney: On a point of order! 1
understand that the letter just quoted by
the member for Subiaco will be made avail-
able in the House for members.

Mr. Speaker: No.

Mr. J. Hegney: Will it require a motion
to that effect?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Speaker: No.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I will willingly give
the letter.

Mr, Speaker: The Standing Orders pro-
vide that a member may demand that a
docament or a file quoted by a Minister be
placed on the table of the House; but ne
provision is made for the placing on the
table of the House of documents quoted
by private members.

Debate Resumed,

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magoet): I have list-
ened with a great deal of attention to the
various speakers on this all-important sub-
ject, and must confess that I have received
much enlightenment, especially from the
legal members. The speech made by the
member for West Perth is one of the most
able specches that have been made here. He
was not prepared to pick on the persons
responsible for the framing of the Bill;
but dealt with the subject-matter of the
Bill, in my opinion, in a most comprehensive
manner and in a way that could be under-
stood by the lay members. The most im-
portant point that I was able to glean from
his speech was that he, an eminent lawyer,
snid that Clanse 4 meant what it actually
said, namely, that at the end of the five-
vear period this Bill, if passed, would no
longer remain in foree. But another ex-
tremely able legal gentleman in this Cham-
ber, holding exactly the same qualifications
as those held by the member for West Perth,
expressed an opinion totally at variance with
that of the member for West Perth. The
member for Nedlands is known to be a
sound and solid lawyer whose opinion is
arcepted without question by most people.
It is regrettahle, however, for lay members
of the House to find two men of such vast
experience in legal matters differing in their
opinions on this Bill. Their opinions, again,
differ from the opinions of other members
of the legal profession who perhaps have not
had the same experience.

Member: Is not that the way in which
the profession lives?

Mr. TRTAT: I suppose it is. Therefore,
when lavmen must decide the matter, the
only thing they ean do is to read into the
langnage of the Bill its ordinmary meaning,
Tn other words, we must use our ecommon-
sense, hecause, when all is said and done,
law is only the applieation of commonsense
{0 anything in the way of legislation. Un-
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fortunately, in legal phraseology too many
words are used and these bemuse the ordin-
ary mind. A sentence of two words would
probably be construed differently by dif-
ferent lawyers. There are only two words
as to the constrnetion of which there can
be no difference of opinion by lawyers, and
those are the words “yes” and ‘no.” As to
any other words, there will be all the dif-
ference in the world.

Since I have been a member of this Cham-
ber and sinee war broke ou, I have heard
speakers make definite pronouncements on
the question of a new order. Speakers of
every shade of political opinion have spoken
strongly on the subject. They were definitely
of the opirior that the new order should be
introduced at the earliest possible moment.
That was the opinion of them all and it still
remains their opinion. In my opinion, we
must have a new order after this war.

My, North: Or eivil war.

Mr, TRIAT: That is the alternative. But
every man and woman has a different opinion
upon what the new order is to be. I sug-
gest that there is the best part of a third of
a million different opinions on the new order
in Australia today. There are countless
different opinions as fo what shape it
should take and in what manner it should
be administered. Everybody seems to regard
himself as qualified to say the last word on
the new order. That is the position as 1
view it and therein lies a8 danger. In Aus-
tralia today there are seven Parliaments
and in every Parliament there arc three
different political opinions, so that in seven
Parliaments we have 21 different opinions
involved in the framing of a new order.
What is going to be the result? A tower of
Babel? Chaotic conditions? Of course!

It is not possible for any of the scven
different TPParliaments ndividually to con-
stitufe a new order. That can be done only
through one source and that source is the
National Parliament. The Commonwealth
Parliament is the only body that can speak
with the voice of the whole people, the only
body that can suy to the people, “Here is
a set of rules and regulations to govern a
new order and to each State Parliament
powers will be delegated to ensure that that
new order is put into operation.” Tf the
Commonwesalth Parliament desired to take
all the power of administration I would op-
pose the Bill strongly, but that has not been
suggested. The Commonwealth Parliament
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suggests the drawing up of a programme of
reconsiruction after the war, and the pro-
gramme of reconsiruction will give to the
various States the right of administration.
Power will be delegated to the States. The
Commonwealth has emphasised the need for
co-operation between the States and the
Commonwealth Government.

Mr. Doney: You know how that is to he
secured.

Mr. TRIAT: I have enough faith in the
people of Australia to be sure they will co-
operate.

My, Doney: It is to be secured by pres-
sure through Act of Parliament, That is
not co-operation,

Mr. TRIAT: There will be sufficient co-
operation. I listened to the hon. member
speaking yesterday and was astounded to
hear what he said, beeause I regard him as a
man of sound commonsense. Yesterday he
attacked one man. He did not attack the
Bill but the man.

Mr. Doney: I attacked the man and the
Bill.

My, TRIAT: The hon. member said that
this man had said, “Here is a Bill; take it
or leave it,” and then asked the members of
the Convention to frame a Bill betwecn
themselves that would be suitable to all
parties. Because of that he said that this
man had no convictions of his own but was
a weakling. As a matter of faet, Dr. Evatt
wops a man who was prepared to bring a
hody of men together and try to get them
to reach a common opinion.

Mr. Doney: You do not share the common
understanding of the man.

Mr. TRIAT : Evidently I do not. Perhaps
1 do not know him well enough, but I give
him eredit for trying to be honest and sin-
cere. Jokes have been made on this ques-
tion. Yesterday the member for Nedlands
referred to one of Aesop’s fables, which was
quite aptly quoted to strengthen the point
le desired to make. There is another fable
whiech is very apt and applicable to quite
a lot of speakers, including myself. It would
not he amiss perhaps to recount it. Tt is
ahout the fly and the chariot axle. Probably
every member knows it. It refers to a big
chariot race which was held in the days of
the Roman Empire. A large number of
chariots were dashing up and down creating
a tremendous amount of dust. One particular
chariot, drawn by four beautiful horses, con-
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tributed a large quota to. the dust already
raised. As it went on its course a little
fly settied on the axle and called to its
fellows, “Look at all the dust I am raising!”
That could aptly be applied to a lot of the
speeches that have been magde,

This is the time {o pass a Bill fo provide
for the launching of a programme for re-
construetion after the war, If we leave such
a measure until the war ends it will be teo
late. It has been said that there is no
occasion for haste, but my opinion is that

this is the time in which to do it. 1f we
leave it until hostilities cease we will
be faced with chaotic conditions and

it will not he possible to surmount our
problems excepf, as was suggested by an
interjection, by revolution, in which I am
gunite sure this country has no desire to
participate. Now that there has been an
attempt to evolve some scheme of reconstrue-
tion with a view to doing some good for the
people after the war we find that there is
a multitude of ideas even in this House. The
most grievous circumstance is the suspicion
which has arisen. People are scized hy the
great bughear of suspicion that somebody is
trying to get some particular advantage for
himself, or that some particular Government
is trying to do something with a view to
deriving particular advantage for itself. If
the Commonwealth Government had said to
the State of Western Australia, “In view of
the powers you have foday to administer
your own affairs in Western Australia we
will give you the right to form a reconstrue-
tion plan for after the war,” this Parlia-
ment could not do it. Tt wonld not have
the power to do it. It conld deal only with
matters within its own borderline,

This Parliament has no power to raise
finance by any means or measure, and no
reconstruction plan of any consequence
could be available to the people nnless the
power of raising money lay within the pro-
vince of the Government in power. So who
can put a reconstruction plan into operation,
apart from the National Government?
That is the only body which is able to do
this job and T give it the eredit for being
prepared to play the game and be fair. T
have no hesitation in saying that the Federal
authorities are the people I am going to
support in their attempt to give effect to a
recanstruetion plan for the rehabilitation of
our people and reconstrnction of our econ-
omy, and to give us freedom from want and
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all the good things they propose to give us.
There seems to be a lot of fear that the
Commonwealth Governmen{ is going to be
a sort of bogey man, but we have an all-
protecting clause in the Bill—much as legal
men may differ on the point—to provide that
the Bill shall not operate for a period longer
than five years after the termination of hos-
tilities.

Mr. Doney: There is a protecting clause in
the uniform taxation measure. How do you
reckon that will operate?

Mr. TRIAT: I think it will operate in
the same way. Surely a measure can be
framed from the English language by people
of legal or even orvdinary standing to pro-
vide a guarantee that what the people want
dotie shall he donc!

My, Patrick: We can have a try.

Mr, TRIAT: Of course we ean and it ean
he done! If the Commonwealth Government
did not earry out its promise at the end of
five years we counld depart from the propo-
sal. But if the promises made by the Com-
monwealth Government are adhered to I
think this Parliament will weleome a con-
tinuation of its proposals. If the Common-
wealth Government can give us freedom from
want and fear and ean put our returned
men and women into employment after the
WAaT-

Mrs. Cardell-Qliver: That is not in the
Bill.

Mr. TRIAT: Of course it is! Does the
hon. member mean to say that to provide
employment for men and women is not giv-
ing them freedom from want?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Tt is not in the Bill,

Mr. TRIAT: I can read it into the Bill.

Mr. Doney: It is not said in so many
words.

Mr. TRIAT: It will be stated in so many
words. I will read in a moment exiraets
from this vellow book.

Mr. North: That is, “The Case?”

Mr. TRIAT: Yes. T will read the details
to indieate that the Commonwenlth proposes
to give us freedom from want.

Mr., Patrick: You are referring to the
oriainal proposals, which were abandoned.

Mr. TRIAT: A lot of the propesals are
sound and are still heing adhered to.

My. Patrick: Freedom from want has
gone.

Mr. TRTAT: If a man is guaranteed em-
plovment his fear of want has gone and he
has freedom from want. Dauring the last
war when men were fighting, T can remem-
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ber quite a lot of speakers saying that this
country would be made a country fit for
heroes to live in. Capable men made that
statement. But there was no guarantee on
that point. It was only a statement. What
was the result? When the war was over
there were poverty and suffering and no free-
dom from want. A returned soldier who had
lost an arm or a leg was not wanted by em-
ployers. If he could not do his work 100
per cent. efficiently his patriotism did not
impress the employers. There is one big
celebrated firm in Perth that offered re-
turned limbless soldiers jobs at a reduced
rate of wages becanse they were not 100 per
eent.  Members all know the firm to which
I am referring,

The Minister for Lahour: The only time
you get opposition to a new order is when
Tou try to put it into operation,

Mrs, Cardeli-Oliver: Did these men have
a pension?

Mr. TRIAT: That is what oceurred after
the last war. In 1921 and 1922 men with
returned soldiers’ badges on their coats were
walking this country bhegging for food. They
were not looking for work because they could
not get it. That was within five years of the
last war, which finished in 1918. In 1921
and 1922 starvation was rampant for the
men who had fought oversea for the freedom
of this country. Yet members say that, be-
cause the Commonwealth is putting up a
scheme to prevent its occurring after this
war, it is trying to gobble up the States. It
is not a question of unification; the matter
is being approached from the wrong angle!

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Hear, hear!

AMr. TRIAT: T am surprised, when this
man is prepared to assist the farmers, that
he cannot in a House such as this get the
support of members representing the agri-
cultural districts. No member who has been
in this House for so short a period as I have
has spoken so mueh against the Common-
wealth Government. I have attacked it time
after time, no matter to which party it be-
Tonged. T have not attacked it on political
grounds but beeause it has not given to the
State the rights it shounld enjoy. I am pre-
parcd to atéack the present Commonwealth
Government, or any other, that refuses to
atand up to its obligations. Nobody has
been more vicious in his attacks on that
Government than I, but I am just as strong
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in my support of the proposals put up by
the present Government.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: But it has not put
up any proposals.

Mr. TRIAT: A Bill has heen drawn up.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: With vague generali-
ties.

Mr. TRIAT: The Bill is not that vaguec.
Mueh of it is substantial to me, but many
people regard it as being vague.

Mp. Withers: The substance is what they
are afratd of.

Mr. TRIAT: The essence of the proposals
is contained in the Bill. If the Common-
wealth Government is prepared to co-operate
with the States and sce that these proposals
are ineluded in a fluid manner so that they
can be administered, what is wrong with
that? T.et us do our best to frame them in
a reasonahle form.

The Minister for Labour: The member for
Subiaco wants to see the house built before
giving authority to proeeed with the build-
ing of it}

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I want to see a house
built in which we can live.

Mr. TRIAT: I am supporting this mea-
sure from every angle. The question of em-
ployment after the war is a most important
one. Jobzs must be found for these people
and to do that we must have money. We in
this State eannot find money at the present
fime. With our existing limited powers we
are no more powerful than is an ordinary
municipal couneil.

Mr. Needham: We have not as much power
in that regard.

Mr. TRIAT: That is so. The local govern-
ing bodies have the right to tax and raise
money. We stand today in the same posi-
tion, in relation to the Commonwealth, as
the municipal eouncils stand in relation to
the States which have delegated powers to
them. While we remain in that position we
cannot draw up any solid scheme for the re-
habilitation of the people after the war. But
we can co-operate with the power which is
drawing up a scheme, and administer the
scheme, as I think we are more closely in
tonch with the people of our own State than
is any other Government. No Federal mem-
ber is so closely in touch with the population
of this State because he does not spend suffi-
cient time here, and possibly the area of his
electorate is too great. But the State mem-
ber is contacting his electorate every week,
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He knows all the people, the cirenmstances
of the country and its geography. He knows
everything connected with his own part of
the State. Under these conditions and wilth
co-operation existing between the two Gov-
ernments we can suecessfully administer any
new order inangurated and agreed to by the
various States.

Mr. Doney: What makes you so satisfed
that we are going to administer the Aect?

Mr. TRIAT: Because the Commonwealth
Government has from time o fime said that
there will be co-operation between it and
the States.

Mr. Marshall: It has not displayed that
characteristic in its military administration.

Mr. TRIAT: I can find a million things
wrong with its administration today, but
what a roften thing te say in wartime that
we must be 100 per cent. efficient. I heard
the Prime Mirister say that the question of
organisation of the Army was one of great
diffienlty. He said, “Nobody realises it more
than I do, but when you bring a big body
of people together from all walks of life
into a big job without any administrative
capabilities and try to make that job fune-
tion 100 per cent. efficiently, it is impossible.
That is what the Army is today. When ad-
winistrative ability ean be brought to bear,
that Army will then become capable.” I ecan
understand that position. This war has not
been going very long as far as time is eon-
cerned. It started in 1939, and this is the
beginning of 1943. With gll the faults of
the Commonwealth Government it still has
some chance of achieving a wonderful job
when the war is over if the matter is taken
in hand in time. In puiting up the case for
greater Commonwealth powers some state-
ments were made, and they have not all gone
by the board. Those ideas still remain in the
minds of the people who framed the pro-
positicn. One of Dr. Evatt’s books dealing
with this matter contains the following pas-
sage :i—

The job to be done is a big one. Tt will re-
quire the closest association of the State Gov-
ernmenta and loeal authoritics with the Com.
monwealth Governmeat, but it will also require
a definite lead from the Commonwealth and
the acceptance by the Commonwealth of the
responsibility for secing that effective action
is taken by all authorities to whom repatria-
tion functions are delegated.

In ordinary English that means that the
Commonwealth is going to set up powers to
deal with repatriation, rehahilitation and the
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various functions set out in the Bill, and
will call upon the States for their co-opera-
tion to see that they are administered. Tt
means co-operation! Is not that the right
way for a country with seven Parliaments
to function? The mother Parliament shonld
hand out the ideas and delegate to its various
State Parliaments the necessary powers to
carry out its wishes.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And then see that
it is done.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes. I heard a member say
that it took him six months to reeeive a
reply to an old-age pension query. I am
surprised at that, because I have had a lot
of experience in such maiters and it has
never taken me six months, Such 3 state of
affairs should not exist where all Common-
wealth guthority is vested in Canberra. That
idea can be departed from wunder a new
scheme. We have officers in this State just
as capable as any in Canberra. They can
handle the delegated powers, but if a mis-
take is made by any of them Canberra can
step in and say, “You are finished.” I have
here another extract which is as follows:—

There can be no doubt that substantial im-
provements can be made in the Jiving standards
of the Australian people by inereased provi-
sion of communal services, edweational facili-
ties, the extension of hospitals, infant health
clinies and convalescent and rest centres.
Who, in the name of goodness, can be in &
better position to attend to the infant health
of the Commonwealth than the Common-
wealth people and Governmenti? Who can
find the money for national health but the
Commonwealth Government? Who can find
the money for proper and hetter edueation
except the Commonwealth Government,
and regulate or delegate to the States the
necessary powers fo ensure that the provi-
sions regarding health, edueation and so
forth are implemented? From whom should
the money for such work be obtained ? Surely
it should be from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment!

Mr. Sampson: We do not get it af pre-
sent.

Mr. TRIAT: We get some. But even
suppose we have not got it from the Com-
monwealth Government under existing con-
ditions, it must be remembered that praetic-
ally all the money we do get is derived from
that souree, The point is that this proposal
deals with the future. We may not have got
money from the Commonwealth Government
in the past for the purposes I have sng-
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gested and in the manner I have indicated,
and we may not get it now. We are looking
to the future. This is something new; this
is the new order.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Commonwealth
Government has not the authority to fur-
nish those funds today, and it is asking for
that authority.

Mr. TRIAT: As I read it, the proposition
is that the Commonwealth Government is
prepared to give us this assistance if we
are willing to fall in line.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!

Mr. TRIAT: That is why I support the
Bill. I have in mind statements that have
been made by important. members of this
House who sit in Opposition. I have every
respect for them. They are men who have
worked hard and have developed their pro-
perties under harsh conditions. I know their
trials and tribulations, and I have every re-
spect for them and their views. From time
to time T have listened to their remarks and
I bave frankly told them that if they were
to put their case up in the proper quarters,
they wonld get support from men on the
Government side of the House. Take the
references to interest on interest! There
is no member sitting on the Government side
of the House who would tolerate that prae-
tice. They do not believe in payment of
interest on interest. If these proposals of
the Commonwealth Government are put into
effect that is onc of the troubles that pos-
sibly will be avoided. To quote again from
Dr. Evatt’s pamphlet—

The burden of high capital costs is a con-
stant source of anxiety to many preducers. In
a period of low returng it absorbs far too
great a proportion of the farmer’s gross in-
come. In a period of high returns, the ten-
dency is for all values to rige and for farmers
who are purchasing properties to incur further
capital eosts which tend to discourage the ex-
penditure on development so necessary for
proper husbandry. The methed of financing
farms is open to objection in that it does not
provide for any automatie adjustment in values
on account of variations in prices, yields, and
the general prosperity of the industry.
gerious attempt has yet been made to deal with
these problems except at times when the burden
of indebtedncss has become so great that the
farmer must be given some relief.

Would any member of this House say that
is not true? Of course it is true.

Mr. Marshall: Have you read the provi-
sions of the Mortgage Bank Bill?

Mr. TRIAT: Yes.

No .
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Mr. Marshall: That is an effort to relieve
them—T don’t think!

Mr, TRIAT: Let us hope that what is
proposed is a new idea altogether. Con-
tinuing the quotation—

Plans for rural debt adjustment have been
developed by eo-operation between the Common-
wealth and the States, but as a rule they are
only cxpedients designed to correct the mis-
takes of the past and to relieve acute imme-
diate distress caused by those mistakes. They
do not pretend to tackle the problem at its
source, and with the present division of nuth-
ority between the Commonwealth and the
States, there is little possibility of developing
a uniform plan that will prevent the recurrence
of the evils associated with rising land values.
Nothing I have read or heard since I have
been a member of Parliament has appealed
to me more than that statement. It is a
statemenl with substance in it. Nothing has
been done to tackle the problem at the
source. Never has there been adequate co-
operation between the Commonwealth and
the State so that it could be tackled at the
source. The problem cannot be tackled apart
from the Commonwealth Government.
Surely what is proposed is indicative of
enconragement to us. If I were a farmer,
I would say to the Commonwealth, “Yes,
let us join up with your new order. We
will join up with anyone who will give us
the right to tackle the problem at the
souree.” The farmer labours on his pro-
perty and encounters endless difficulties, and
in the end finds his property is overburdened
with capitalisation. Let us wipe that out
and let the farmers start over again on a
deeent basis. This is a most important mat-
ter, and I think that everything possible
should he done to improve the conditions of
the farmer.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The farmers of this
country realise that too.

Mr. TRIAT: I have not heard any indi-
eation of that in this House apart from the
faei that one or two members have stated
that tbey will support the Bill,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is political.

Mr. TRIAT: This is not political. I do
not reeard it as such. The matter is so 1m-
portant that the individnal’s political
opinions should not be conzidered for omne
mement. This is vastly too important for
political considerations. Tt is a matter in-
volving the destiny of the State. The Com-
monwealth scheme will operate for the good
of Australiz and help to eope with post-war
requirements. That is not a political mat-
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ter. The problem, as stated in the booklet
from which I have queted, is involved in the
fact that there i3 a division of authority be-
tween the Commonwealth and the States,
and in the eircumstances it 1s not possible to
devise an effective scheme to deal with issues
such as those to whieh I have referred. Let
us get away from that. Let us give the
Commonwealth the right it seeks for the
period of five years and if, during that
period, it demonstrates that it ecan protect
the man on the land, I have no fear but
that the peaple will say the Commonwealth
ean continue the scheme after that period.
I do not think they will desire to depart
from the operations of any scheme that will
benefit the man on the land or the man who
is working for his living. These are the two
sections of the ecommunity I seek to proteet.
They are the two that always seem to be in
trouble and faced with poverty. The man
who does not work for his living never seems
to be in want. The men who are working
hard under difficulties to produce the real
wealth of this country are the ones we must
protect.  In the past the Commonwealth
Government bas recognised the position re-
garding some sections, and has ensured that
when he reaches the age of retirement a man
in that eategory shall be paid a pension,
The fellow who never works is always pro-
vided for. Here is another quotation I shall
place before members—

Australian development in the past has been
unbalanced. More than half our population
and by far the greater part of inﬁstry are
concentrated in the six metropolitan areas.
Can any member say that there is no truth
in thai statement? No one in Western Aus-
tralia would dave say it was not true. Cer-
tainly by far the greater proportion of our
population is concentrated in the metropoli-
tan area.

Mr. Patrick: And that is where the poli-
tieal power rests.

Mr. TRIAT: Yet us see that that state of
affairs is altered and that population is
diverted from the city to the country. That
is what I aim at. Al too many of our
people are concentrated in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. Sampson: People are steadily leaving
Leonora.

Mr. TRIAT: And under the present sys-
tem they will continue to drift from Leonora
and from other outhack centres. Prior to
the war the drift of the population was to-
wards the cities, and the country areas were
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becoming denuded. Why was that so? It
was becanse there are mare facilities and
amenities in the eity. There are more amuse-
ments to be enjoyed where large populations
congregate,

Mr. Sampson: And there is more work.

Mr. TRIAT: The drift to the cities is
heeause people ean there enjoy all the goods
of life that those resident in the outback
areas are deprived of. That is why people
drift to the cities. Let us get away from
that position and let us decentralise our
population, so that people will be eontent to
remain in the outer areas where the reul
wealth of the State is produced. Most de-
cidedly those engaged in the production of
wealth are not to e found in the city. They
are the pastoralists, the wheatgrowers, the
timber-getters, the goldminers, the cosl-
miners and others in similar eategories. They
are doing the work, not the dwellers in
the city. Two-thirds of the population of
Western Australia is to be found within 20
miles of the General Post Office. Now we
have before us a proposition that will seek
to get away from that state of affairs, and
yet some members do not seem to eave for it.
They do not seem to wani the new order.
They do not seem to be interested in the fact
that population shounld he largely in the
outer areas producing the real wealth of the
State rather than be concentrated in the city.
The proposal to deviate from present eondi-
tiong is one I stand for and will do my ut-
most to support. The proposal is that the
metropolitan area shall not be permitted any
longer to eontain by far the bulk of the
population of the State. To quote from the
booklet again—

In South Australia, Western Australia and
Tasmania the share of industrial development
has been inadequate,

Is that statement correet or is it wrong? It
is obviously correct regarding Western Aus-
tralia and Tasmania, but South Awustralia has
certainly derived some benefit from the es-
tablishment of war industries. Members will
agree that in Western Australia industrial
development has been totally inadequate. If
the Commonwealth scheme is agreed to and
a new order is established, it will provide for
a better distribution of industrial develop-
ment,

Mr. Watts: The Commonwealth has not
done anything along those lines during the
last two or three years. Why has it not
done so?
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Mr. TRIAT: I do not know.

Mr. Watts: Why expect them to o so
now?

Mr. Withers: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment desires the power.

Mr. Watts: It has had all necessayy power
under the defence regulations and Common-
wealth Ministers have taken no aetion in
Western Australia.

Mr. TRIAT: That is the trouble.

Mr, Thorn: You must remember that sel-
fishness and greed have to be taken intc
consideration.-

Mr. TRIAT: Selfishness and greed are in-
herent in human nature. Even a little child
just after it bas learnt to walk may be
greedy. That is human nature. Still, there
is such a thing as human natore being
honourable. I have seen kiddies that were
honourable and some that were dishonour-
able.

Mr. Mann: But there is no honouy in the
Commonwealth Government at the present
time.

Mr. TRIAT: I would not say that. There
are many honourable men in the Common-
wealth Parliament, men who will stand up
to their obligations and statements and
carry out to the best of their ability what
they have promised to do. There are doubt-
less some men in the Commonwealth Par-
liament, and probably some in the State
Parliaments, who are “rooks,” and who un-
der the lap will do things that are definitely
not right. But such men are a small minor-
ity in any Government.

Mr, Patrick: And in any community.

Mr, TRIAT: Yes. It is human nature
for some people to be dishonourable, for
other people to be honourable. There is an-
other paragraph—

The tendency is often accentuated by the
monopolistic practices of established indus-
tries.

That operates wherever monopolies or com-
bines secure a grip of business. It is natu-
ral for them to be greedy and selfish.

Mr. Watts: What about State monopolies?

Mr. TRIAT : Are there State monopolies?

Mr. Watts: Yes, railways, tramways, elee-
tric light works and heaven knows what else.

Mr. TRIAT: There iz no opposition to
those activities in this State.

Mr. Watts: Of course not!

Mr. TRIAT: I do not refer to undertak-
ings owned by the people. Nationalisation

is not momopoly. What I consider to be a
monopoly is & small body of people who, for
their own advantage and advancement, ob-
tain control of big business, However, 1
differ from the interpretation of legal men
that the fact of the whole of the people
owning an undertaking constitutes a mono-
poly.

Mr. Watts: Read the definition in Nel-
son’s Encyclopaedia.

Mr. TRIAT: Where the whole of the peo-
ple own an undertaking, I classify it as
nationalisation, not monopoly. So long as
the State has control of an undertaking, I
am quite satisfied, But there are big mono-
polies existing in Australia such as the Bro-
ken Hill Pty. Litd. and the sugar combine.
Do members think they will tolerate any
interference with their rights or monopolies?
They will use all the political and finaneial
power at their disposal to prevent anything
in the way of interference with them.

Mr. Fox: They are doing it now.

Mr. TRIAT: Of course they are! We
know that sort of thing is in operation every-
where. It is even found operating in a smal}
place like Western Australia amongst the
breweries. The next item reads—

What is the result? In less industrialized

Stntes and in outlying rural distriets, promis-
ing new inilustries have been crushed by the
overwhelming strength of their established
rivals.
That is undoubtedly the position. Every
industry we try to establish in Western Aus-
tralia is erushed, not by the Commonwealth
Government, but through the influence of
powerful ecapitalistic monopolies in other
States that have the ear of the politicians
in the Commonwealth Paliament.

Mr. Seward: They control the Common
wealth Government.

Mr. TRIAT: But the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is prepared fo stop this practice if
only we give it the power to do so.

Mr. Marshall: It has net taken econtrol
of the Commonwealth Bank.

Mr. TRIAT: Any Government that at-
tempted to interfere with the present mone-
tary svstem of Australia would not last five
minutes.

Mr. Patrick: That power is already con-
tained in the Constitution.

Mr. TRIAT: What power?

Mr. Patrick: Banking.



2218

Mr. TRIAT: I am aware of that, but if
Mr. Curtin attempted to depart from ortho-
dox practice in banking, how long would he
last?

Mr. Seward: He has done it.

Mr. TRIAT: The orthodox swstem of
banking has been earried on during the war
by the Bank of England and by the Com-
monwealth Bank of Australia.

My, J. H. Smith: Do you suggest that M.
Curtin has not done it and is not doing it
today?

Mr, TRIAT: Did not the bank put into
circulation some bundreds of thousands of
pounds of Treasury notes with satisfactory
results? If Mr. Curtin seized the whole of
the Associated Banks and elosed them, how
long would he last? Not five minutes! A
man who today has £10 or s0 in war bonds
is almost a capitalist and looks for his pound
of flesh. There, human nature comes in
again. If the Comwmonwealth Government
is prepared to say it is going to ensure that
the smaller States which arc less industrial-
ised get s fair deal and are not tampered
with by capitalistic combines, I am prepared
to give it my support,

Mr., Seward: If the Government is pre-

pared to carry it out,

My, TRIAT: The Government will earry
it oul.

Mr. Seward: Oh, oh!

Mr. TRIAT: There is Doubting Thomns
again. Why not give the Commonwealth

Government a trial? A trial for five vears
is all that is asked under this Bill.

The Premier: The Prime Minister snid
he would do so.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes, and Mr. Curtin is an
honourable man. Everyone who attended
the Convention said the same thing. The
intention is to improve the conditions of
the people after the war ends. Is not that
s0?

Mr. Thorn: No, the intenfion is to met
additional power,

Mr. TRTAT: I do not think that is right.
The Commonwealth asks to be oiven a chanee
for five vears to put into operation a plan
for something that will h& worth while here-
after. Annther of the proposals has rezard
to emnlovment and the placing in snitahle
oceupations of men after being discharged
from the Armed Forees. Ts it possible for
any authority but the Commonwesalth to do
that?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Thorn: The States can do better than
the Commonwealth provided the Common-
wealth finds the money.

Mr. TRIAT: The hon. member has doubt-
less heard the adage about too many cooks
spoiling the broth. There are six States and
six different systems, and where would we
get with such a task? Nowhere! Unless we
have one plan for Australia as a whole, no
good will result.

Mr. Thorn: We have a plan for our own
State ready to put into operation.

Mr. TRIAT: What was the hon member's
plan for the State to deal with nnemployment
during the last 10 or 12 years?

M. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TRIAT : There were 10,000 men look-
ing for jobs that could not be found for
them, and yet the hon, member says we are
eapable of undertaking this task.

Mr. J. H, Smith: Who ereated that yosi-
tion?

Mr. TRIAT: We are not capable of un-
dertaking the task because we have not the
money. The situation was ¢reated by reason
of the faet that we had no secondary indns-
tries of account in the State, because people
are prepared to buy in the cheapest markot
and because our wages rates are hicher than
those ruling elsewhere,

Mr. Sampson: And hecause of dumping
from the Eastern States.

Mr. TRIAT: Unemployment existed in
England and cverywhere else. I maintain
that the onlv anthorify that ean be respon-
sible for putling members of the Armed
Forees back to work is the Commonwealth
Government, because it controls the purse,
On that item also, the Commonwealth will
have my support. The next item relates
to the contrnl of prices and profits.  Whose
fanetion is it to attend to that matter?

Mr. Thorn: Tt =ecms to be nohodv’s at
Present,

My, TRTAT: There is nothing more de-
plovahle than the present price-fixing ar-
rangements in Western Australin. One has
only to visit any town in the baeckblocke
to see what is happening.

The Minister for Lahour: That is roverned
bv the Commonwealth National Security Re-
gulations.

Mr. TRTAT: Someone has to do tha joh.
Let us get someane who will put into opera-
tion a priee fixing measure that will be along
the right lines, and that will properly ¢on-
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trol the business and see that adequate penal-
ties ave set up. That would fix the matter
entirely. It is a most important question.
A man may be earning £1 a day at the pre-
sent time, but that £1 is not really worth 13s.
to him, because the cost of living continues
to go up by leaps and bounds. People say
that that is due to a shortage of this or that
commodity. Actually, there is no shortage.
In some respects we have more products
than hefore. Let me instance vegetables.
There is an enormous production of them in
Western Australia, but an enormouns price is
being charged for them.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: They are cheap to-
day. You can get nice heans for 44, a lb.

Mr. TRIAT: I know that bananas have
heen costing 4s. a dozen. It would he a
wonderful thing if the Commonwealth
authorities had legal power properly to con-
trol prices.

Mr. Willmott: They have made an unholy
mess of the potato industry.

Mr. Seward: Let the powers be given to
the local authorities.

Myr. TRIAT: That would not do. How
could they eontrol the price of goods that
came from the Eastern States?

Mr. Thorn: The Commonwealih authori-
ties have contro] over them. Do not he silly.

My. TRIAT: The hon. member should not
be silly. A eertamn individual was manufae-
turing a very good class of jam in Western
Australia, I bought it myself because it
suited me. After a period he found that
Eastern States jam was being dumped into
Western Australia at a price cheaper than
his price, even after sll freight and charges
had been paid. The result was that my
friend had to close down his business, We
have no control over that.

Mr. Thorn: If we had a law passed giving
us the control, then we could control the
situation.

Mr. TRIAT: We eannot control the price
of gonds that come from the Eastern States.
Those goods can be sold in this State at a
price lower than that at which they can be
manufactured here.

Several members interjected,

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her should take no notice of interjeetions,

Mr. TRIAT: I do not mind them; they
often make a speech. The Commonwealth
Government should have power to control
and regulate prices in Australia. It should
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have full power to say that prices shall not
exceed a eertain amount, to see that the goods
are passed through the proper channels, and
organise the trade generally. The Federal
authoritics are the only ones who ean do
that.

Mr. Thorn: You remember there was a
prosecution in connection with matches.

The Minister for Lahour: By the Common-
wealth.

AMr. TRIAT: Matches are being sold in the
streets of Perth today at 2d. per box. The
priee fixing business, as at present controlled
by the Commonwealth Government, is not
operating suceessfully.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: The price is 114d.

Mr. TRIAT: I have paid 2d. a box in the
street.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is a 14d. too
much.

Mr. TRIAT: I know, but I cannot inform
on people who do that sort of thing. I would
not feel disposed to do that.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You eould!
vour job.

Mr. TRIAT: Tt is not my job, but the joh
of the officials attached to the price fixing
department. 'Whe finds out whether liquor is
being sold rightfully or wrongfully? Does
the consumer say he does not like such and
such liquor or that it is eosting too much?
When any suspicion on that point is enter-
tained an inspector is sent to see whether
the liquor is sold as it should be sold.

The Minister for Labour: There are in-
formers too.

Mr. TRIAT: I do not feel disposed to
beeome an informer.

The Minister for Labour:
case of profitecring?

Mr. TRIAT: No, 1 would buy what I
wanted somewhere else.  Matches can be
bought in the street for 2d. a box.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You mean from the old
man who walks around the streets?

Mr. TRIAT: Yes, that is the man. It
is not right that matehes should be sold any-
where at that price. Is the hon.. member
prepared to inform against that individual®

Mr. J. H. Smith: No.

The Minister for Labour: He charges Yad.
for delivery,

Mr. Thorn: Quite right too.
Mr. TRIAT: The questions and answers
go on to say—

{7y To develop the physical resources of
Australia in order to help support a larger

It is

Even in the
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and more prosperous population; e.g., by road
development, water conservation and irrigation,
soil protection and improvement, and produc-
tive public works of all kinds.
We have herc all the resources imaginable
to maintain a population a hundredfold
greater than it is—I do not think! That is
not for Western Ausiralia to do; it is purely
a national matter. The question of an in-
crease in our population by a further influx
of people is definitely a national one. The
sooner the Commonwealth Government is
given full power to ensure that the popula-
tion of Australia is doubled and even
trebled, and that within a generation or two
that population is brought up to a reason-
able standard of comfort and living, the
hetter it will be for all concerned. T sup-
port the contention that that power should
be given to the Commonwealth for a term of
five vears to see whether it is able to carry
out its promise and bring about an increase
in the population. We must have more
people in this continent. A great many
persons could undoubtedly be seitled in
Western Australia if we conld find some
method wherehy their produce could be dis-
posed of when it is grown. How ean this
State guarantee that the prodnce will he
marketed at pavahle priecs?

Mr. Doney: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment could not guarantee that either.

Mr. TRIAT: We should give it a chance
to show whether it ean do so. It is cer-
tainly entitled to consideration in that
respect.

Mr. S8ampson: We would be able to dis-
pose of our products if thai from the East-
ern States were kept out.

Mr. TRTAT: That is all very well com-
ing from the hon. member. T guarantec that
he is not wearing a suit made from cloth
manafactured by the Albany Mills.

Mr. Sampson: T eannot say whether you
are right or wrong.

My, TRIAT: And vet ‘the hon. member
talks about patronising local produets. 1
am wearing a sait made, from Albany eloth,
by the Adelaide Tailoring Coy.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver; You should not be
wearing the vest.

Mr. TRIAT: Why not? T have not had
any new suits made since the war broke out.
I have all my coupons intact, as I can prove.
I should like to see the hon. member’s
coupon hook. Let her compare her pur-
chases of clothes with mine!

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Sampson: You are going a little too
far now.

Mr. TRIAT: The hon. member c¢an see
my coupons as proof that I bave not hought
any elothing since the war broke out,

Mr. Marshall: T am nuite willing to acecpt
both ¢pupon books, if you like.

Mr. TRIAT: Another statement in the
book from which I am quoting is worthy of
reference. It says:—

If we ever reached that state where Aus-

tralia wanted no more goods produced, but
was producing all the goods we need without
using all the men available, there would satill
be no need for unemployment,
I sincerely hope that will be so. We have
heen led to believe that unless people work
long hours and on many davs of the week
evervthing must stagnate. This is a new
idea: it is something for the fature.

Mr. Doney: Does the book say how it is
to be done?

Mr. TRIAT: I will come to that later.
I adwnire the statement, and think it is won-
derfnl. We are told how it will he done.
The hook savs—

It would simply mean that a little more leis-
ure had Lecome more attraetive to us than a
little more material production, The Govern.
ment ’a role would then be to see that the bene-
fits of the high level of production, and of the
leisure, are evenly spread throughout the com-
nunity.
Does “that soit the member for Williams-
Narrogin?

Ar. Daney: It is too idealistie.

Mr. TRIAT: The extract continues—

In other words hours of work must he re-
duced until oll men seeking work can be em-
ployeil. There is no ahgolute rule for work-
ing cight or any other number of hours for
each of five or six days in the week, and for
30 weeks of the year.

The hon. member ought to agree with that.

Sitting suzpended from 1 to 2.15 p.m.

Mr. TRIAT: T was on the ouestion of
over-production and how methods eould be
evolved to overcome it. Tn the past it was
alwavs considered that unless workers were
prepared to work very long hours for seven
davs a week, the country wonld stasnate.
According, however, to the new ideas of the
people who are to draw plans for a new
order, including ourselves, over-production
ean be overcome in a way which the Aus-
tralian people have advocated for numerous
vears—by reducing the daily hours of work.
When all is said and done, all that the people
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of this carth desire is sufficient of the re-
quirements of life such as food and eloth-
ing, aud in addition leisure to be enjoyed.
For years is has been recognised by men who
have gone scientifically into the subject of
long hours, that such hours do not tend fo
produnce a greater quantity of goods, or goods
of equally good type. Swiss, English and
American firms have proved by experiments
that the shortening of hours resulted in in-
ereased produection and also increased effi-
ciency. In making highly technieal instru-
ments such as lenses, Switzerland increased
the production by redueing the hours of
work; and today many of the big factories
in England offer better conditions and shorter
hours than obtained in the past.

In the big munition works of Australia
what is called the tea period helps te build
up the worker's reserve of strength for the
last part of the working day. The idea is
not oew. It has been applied for some time.
However, its application on a large scale
is new. As an advoecate for miners in the
Industrial Arbitration Court 1 have elatmed
that reduction of the hours of labour would
incrense output. However, all the intelligent
per<ons connected with mining companies
puch-poohed that idea. They contended that
under ordinary conditions of the mining in-
dustry in Western Australia hours of labour
cotuld not be redueed without the output fal-
ling immediately. However, on account of
the unhealthy vature of the work the Arbi-
tration Court agreed that hours of labour
undergronnd should be reduced from 44 to
40 hours per week. An inereasced produetion
resulted in every Western Australian mine!
The companies today would not revert to
the old system, which eeased in 1936, This
shows dofinitely that the idea ix sound. Na
doubt thme is a lupit to what is praeticable
in regard to reduction of hours, but the prin-
ciple can be adopted with satisfaction to abl
concerned. There is, of course, & grent differ-
enee between hard manunal lahour nnder bad
conditions and mental work under good con-
ditions. I have worked havd at plivsical
Iahour, and at the end of the day T have
folt il and weak; but T have never felt
thus as the result of mental lahour.

Fhere 15 absclutely mo rule that geverns
- fthe number of working honrs per day. There
i o rule which determines that men must
work six dnvs a week for 50 vears. There
is no fixed ride whatever in that respect, Tf
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the goods required can be produced in a
shorter period of work, that period is suffi-
eient. Thus over-production can be overcome,
Men work to produce the goods and services
that are needed. Once that end has been
reached, there is time for leisure. But today
there is an effort to inerease the daily hours
of work, and the number of weekly working
days, including even Sunday. On the
Golden Mile the men work every Sunday of
the year. Here I wish to quote a question
and the answer to it. The question is—
Will the gift of increased powers to the
Commonsvealth operate to favour the Iarger
States at the expense of the smaller?
That seems to be the bugbear in our minds.
Many people elaim that on account of their
larger population, New South Wales and
Victoria will be favonred. These are ques-
tions that I think should be answered. The
answer given by the Attorney General, in
my opinion, solves the problem. He says—
On the contrary, the smaller States—by which
is meant the States with the smallest popula-
tions—have the most to hope. They are the
least developed States; and a leading feature
of the amendment is the opportunity it offers
for the physical development of Australia on a
national basis. The possibilities of such de-
velopment are enormous, beyond the wildest
dreams of a few years ago; and in that respect
the least developed Statea are likely to reap a
harvest far greater than in proportion to pre-
sent population. In all other respeets, there
is no reason whatever why they should not
henefit equally with the reat of Australia.
l.et us analyse that answer. It does not
require a great mind to realise that a State
which, like ours, is one of the least
developed, cannot reap a greater proportion
of henefits than the more highly industrial-
ised States. In New South Wales, the
establishment of a small ironworks would
not excite any eomment; hut in Western
Australia it would be a big event. When
the day arrives on whiech our Minister for
Tndustrial Development ean announce to the
House that the first ton of charcoal for the
fabrication of iron has been produeed here,
it will be an event of great importance to
the State. But suppose Broken Hill should
develop one ton of such iron, ne notice
would be taken of it. Why? Beeause
Broken Hill is highly developed.

Member: Broken Hill takes notice of any
eompetition here.

Mr. TRTAT: Yes. But the charcoal-iron
is going to he produced. That is the
position,
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The Premier: Broken Hill has given us
considerable help.
Mr, TRIAT: That is so.

The Premier: That was stated by the
Minister for Industrial Development.

Mr, TRIAT: That backs up my argument
that even a small development will result in
advantage to the State. The Attorney
General’s answer is, in my opinion, sound;
it appesls to one’s commonsense. The next
question, on page 113, is as follows:—

Why should the Commonwealth be able to
deal with post-war depression better than the
States?

The answer is—

Becnuse the Commonwealth is one and the

States are six. In the depression of 1929-33
the problems were insoluble beeause they were
Australia-wide problems, and no Government
had power to deal with them on an Australia-
wide basis.
That is a positive fact. As I said, the States
have not the power to deal with these
national problems. They have only certain
powers within their own borders and these
powers they cannot exceed. TUnless their
ideas are copied by other States, they are
cotifined to fhe State itself. The next ques-
tion {page 113) is—

Was that the fault of the State Govern-
ments or of the Commonwealth Government?
The answer is—

Of neither—it was the fanlt of the system
—the want of effectunl power anywhere. There
waa no ¢cntral power to survey the food prob-
lem and send food when and where it was
wanted—as is done now during the war.

That is obvious. In wartime when the Com-
monwealth Government asks for special
powers to deal with war problems, with
rationing and with the effective transport of
men or materigls, we do not say, “You are
not going to have those powers.” Instead,
we say, “Take them, if they will save the
conntry for us.” We do not quibble and say
that the State of Western Anstralia ean pro-
tect the Commonwealth from the invader.
We, as a State, realise we cannot do that.
We know we are impotent, beeanse we have
not the power. But these people have the
power and I have no doubt will use it to the
hest advantage of the Commonwealth and
the States. T fear I am beeoming wearisome.

Mr. Doney: Not while you are on that
point.

Mr. TRIAT: There is, however, another
question and answer which T wish to quote.

{ASSEMBLY.]

They appear at page 114 and are as
follows :—

Q.—Do not constitutional lawyers oppose any
amendment?

A.—As always, there are lawyers on both
sides. But this is not a lawyer’s question—
it is a humoan question. It is time it ceased to
be treated as a wrangle between the States and
the Commonwealth, and was looked at from
the point of view of the people, who would be
the victims of a wrong decision, and who are
the snime people with dual citizenship.

Is not that a correet, logical examination of
this human problem? As the member for
West Perth said, the Commonwealth Con-
stitution is for the benefit of the people.
The people are not here as the result of that
Constitution; it did not grow of itself, it
mrew from the people of the States. The
Ceonstitntion was made by the people inhabit-
ing Australia when the Constitution was
framed. The Constitution is a piece of
machinery for the benefit of the States of
the CommonWwenlth and it was designed to
do what the people wanted. Today, how-
evor, we are told that that iy not so. We
are told today that the Constitution is all-
powerful,  The Constitution should be
framed in language so clear as to make it
impossible to admit of more than one mean-
ing. 1f it is not clothed in sueh language
then it should be nltered. If, under the Con-
shitution, we eannot transfer these powers to
the Comnonwealth for a limited poriod of
five years, surely there are sufficient words
in the English langnage to make the point
elear hevond any doubt whatever. What is
desired to he expressed is that at the end
of the five vears period the powers will
vovert to the States, We have eertain rights
to which we are eatitled, and no lezal person
——no matter how elear the point may appear
to him—should he able to place a Qifferent
construetion upon our expressed intention.

Alr. Doney: Lawyers have done it in re-

gard to other matters.

Myr. TRTAT: I know. Legal opinions are
given on hoth sides of a question. One can
go to a lawver, take his opinion and pay his
fee. He is an honest and reliable man and
can read into his argument my ideas, but
there can be found just as hononrable a legal
man on the opposing side who can advance
just as strong and ressonable an argument
in the other direetion. Let ua pat into the
Bill words vapable of one construetion only.

My. Doney: That is whaf T want: how ¢an
it he done?
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Mr, TRIAT: If pcople make up their
minds what they want they will get it. The
language of the Bill can be framed in such
a way as to make it specifically clear that the
period is not to be more than five years.
Let us insert words to make it definite and to
clarify the position onee and for all. It is
strange that during a time of war all the
powers required for war purposes are
granted without quibble. Of course, some
people have heart burnings over them. For
instance, some of us do not get sufficient
petrol or tyres for our ears, or sufficient beer
or Scotch whisky, and some womenfolk per-
haps do not get enongh silk stockings. There
are quite a lot of grouchers as a result of
war privations, but there is no serious objec-
tion. Yet when it is suggested that the same
anthority shall be given power in peace time
for the protection of the people after the
war, there is a quibble. If anybody got on
a platform and said that we should take away
the power exercised by the Commonwealth
Governient for defence purposes, he would
not last five minutes, because people are war-
minded and conscious of the dangers that
would result from depriving the Government
of that power.

Myr. Fox: It would not be left to private
enterprise.

Mr. TRIAT: No. At one time people used
{o buy armies to tight for them, and after
the war the man with the army was the top
dog. ‘There is no quibble about powers being
given to the Commonwealth during war-time,
but arguments are raised against such powers
heing granted in peace-time. No particular
body of men, unless they he united, can earry
on any function of importance, especially in
war-fime. The great dangers of war are
hanging over us. An invader eould occupy
the country and take away our rights alto-
gether.  Theve would be no uibb'e then as
to what the new order and the veconstruetion
plan would be. The invader would have a
reconstruction plan and would not go to the
Constitution or the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to find out how he was going to give
effect to it. IF the victors were the Japanese
thex would soon have a plan, which would not
be very good from our point of view, for the
reconstruoction of this country after the war,
and there would he no quihble as to whether
it would be put into operation in Western
Australia, New South Wales, or Queensland,
or anvwhere ¢lse.  Thev would utilise every
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resource we have in the Commonwealth with
the one ides only, namely, the betterment of
their own eountrv. There is another state-
ment whieh I will quote from this book and
which strikes me as being the attitude of
most people. It is as follows:—

Commonwenlth and States are not antagon-

ists, fighting as to who shall be king of the
eastle; they are both agents of the prople of
Australia, who are the same individuals, whe-
ther regarded as citizens of the Commonwealth
or citizens of a State. It is indisputable that
reconstruction is a national matter—a matter
in which the people of Aunstralia must pull
together as one, making best use of ail poli-
tical and other groupings—Coemmonwealth,
State, municipal, ete—but properly co-ordin-
ated, for effective working, by adequate cen-
tral power.
Apgain there is the same idea, that it must be
from a central power. We are not fighting—
State against Commonwealth or State against
State—for reconstruetion. YWe have all the
same ideas. Let us evolve the best plan for
reconstruetion, a system that is not going to
create chaotic conditions after the war, a
system under which people, even though they
may be maimed or infirm, will he found a
j-osition, or if not will be supperted by the
country for the balance of their lives. That
i« all we are locking for. If other countries
are not prepared to fall into line, I do not
know whether we should worry too mneh,
hecause in this country of ours we have every
requirement necessary for the maintenance
ol buman life and for providing shelter and
amusement. Probably after the war we shall
he in a position to manufaciure commodities
that we were not permitted to manufacture
prior to the war.

1 say without fear of contradiction that
i this war were not so sevious the manufae-
ture of aeroplanes would not have advanced
50 rapidly in Australia, nor would the in-
vention of mechanical devices have pro-
ceeded at such a pace, because the desire for
gain inherent in human nature would have
| revented us from having the opportunity to
to these jobs. Before the war other countries
were in a position to exploit us by export-
ing their goods to us. Taoday it is possible
for us to become competitors in the world
market. As a result of this war I venture to
suggest that we shall have a mueh better
outlook than before. I have now enunciated
most of the problems that were in my mind,
and 1 hope I have made it definite that 1
am prepared to support the proposats of the
Connonwealth Government vegarding ost-
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war reconstruction to the very limit of my
ability. Let us give to the Commonwealth
Government the right to operate the powers
sought for a period of five years after the
cessation of hostilities. At the end of that
time, if we find that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is not carrying out the promises it
made, we have the right under the Bill to
say, “Youn shall cease.” If the Common-
wealth (fovernment honours the promises it
is making and is snceeesstul it its reconstrue-
tion plan in connection with post-war prob.
lems, every man and woman in Australia will
weleome a continuation of that partieular
elass of legislation.

Mr, Doney: You might be wrong therve,
too.

Mr. TRIAT: 1 may be, but I hope T am
not. For my part 1 wounld welcome a con-
tinnation of such a plan. T ean scve no danger
of the Commonwealth’s overwhelming the
States and taking all power from them. 1 am
not a unificationist; I never was. 1 am a
Federalist. T was never n secessionist. T
have heard it said that secession could be
brought about hut that it would be brought
abent only by bloodshed, If I thought we
would be successful only in that way I wounld
not attempt to support such an idea. Sup-
pose secession were an aecomplished fact!
Where woulll we he? Nowhere! We would not
have the means and could not obtain the
mcans to earry on ourselves. We have not
the population. We have nothing. We weould
be dependent on other countries for our
very existence. DPeople talk about seecession,
but the moment socession was obtained we
would be dependent on the other part of the
Commonwealth, We would have no rights
that we rould enforee.

As a result of this rotten war in whieh we
are engaged all small nations ave beginning
to talk about federating, beeause they can
realise the danger ot remaining single units,
When people act axs single units they have no
power. When they combine they have power,
That has been preached to the working
peaple of every part of the world. They
have been told to unite into one big body,
That has been the nltimate objeet of nnion-
ism. As n working wan I could, alone, zet
nothing for myself. All T eould do would
be o go to the bos~s and ~ay, “I want monev,”
to which he would reply. “There ave plenty
of fellows lanking for a joh at the wawe
vou are earning. You ean get ont.” When

[ASSKMBLY ]

men organised and sold their services as an
organised unit they had certain rights and
eonld make demands with a ehance of having
them granted through the court. Under those
conditions the boss could not say to me, “I
will give you 8s. a day, Triat.” He wounld
have to look up the award rates and give
me 13s. a day. Only by uniting have workers
heen able to secure that power. I admit that
Western Australia has had her ordeals in
the past, but 1 think that in the future the
Commoenwealth Government will do what it
has promised. I support the Bill,

MR. PERKINS (York}: T do not feel by
any moans satisfied that all the powers asked
for by the Commonwealth Government under
this Bill are really neeessary to overcome
the difficnlties that we ¢an expeet when hos-
tilities end. In my opinion the Bill asks this
State Government to cede three classes of
powers to the Comunonwealth Government.
Firstly there ave those powers, which even
in peace time, we agreed that the Common-
wealth Government should have and which
mozt of us thought it did have. In that
category I would place first of all the power
in regard te repatriation of memnbers of the
Armed Forces. After the last war the Com-
monwealth Government went some way to-
wards this end. It could have gone the whole
way had it heen prepaved to advance the
money ta the State Governments to enable
them to deal properly with that responsi-
hility. 1f the Cownuonwenlth Government can
make a better job by having those powers
contained within its own Constitution, I, for
one, have no objection to giving them. Then
there is the matter of air transport. We
thonght the Commonwealth Government al-
ready had foll power in that regard. If that
is not so, 1 think that while there is this sug-
gestion of amending the Constitution by the
means  proposed at the present time, we
should take the opportunity to make snre
that it also has the power.

The third ¢lass of power which comes with-
in the first category is that relating to family
allowances. There ean be no question that
the Commonwealth (fovernment is the only
hady that ean handle such a matter. Manv
of us hope that in the post-war period it
will he able to extend these roctal nmenities
to a wider seetion of the people hy going
ahead with some type of national insuranee
scheme.  That has alrendy heen mooted.
Whether it is fully constitutional or not
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seems to be open io question, but while we

are dealing with this proposal to cede’

powers, this particular one should also be
transferred to the Commonwealth. In the
second eategory 1 would place powers, some
of which the Commonwealth Government has
already exercised in wartime under the
defence powers contained in the National
Security Aect, that I think will be necessary
for it to utilise for some time at least in
the post-war period, if grave disloeafion in
the life of the community is to be avoided.
I would also place in this category other
powers in regard to which the wording of
the Bill is not entirely satisfactory, but
which, if the wording can be amended to en-
sure that we are continuing only the powers
we think we are, should come under
ihe control of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. In the third category there are other
powers which should not be transferred un-
less the clanses in which they are inelnded
are radieally amended or their scope reduced.
If that cannot be done then those powers
shoul@ not, at present ot least, be transferred
1o the Commonwealth Government,

Oufstanding in the second category is the
power relating to organised marketing. The
advent of war practically destroyed all the
international trade channels previously exist-
ing, and trade hetween individuals in dif-
ferent parts of the world was to a large
extent wiped out. The mere upset of ship-
ping with the advent of hostilities was al-
most sufficient in itself to do that. But when,
in addition, we have national policy over-
riding any considerations relating to the wel-
fave of particular individuals, then it be-
comes of paramount importance that the
Government should have full power to deal
with the marketing, as between countries, of
these major commodities. Hence we have
the Commonwealth marketing schemes, the
largest of which, of course, are those dealing
with wheat, wool and meat. T am rather in-
clined to think that these difficnlties in re-
gard to international trade, which we have
faced in war Hime, will still be facing us in
the period following the close of hostilities.
It is impossible to break down a marketing
organisation—whether it was enfirely, or only
partly right—such as we had in the years
hefore the war. It is something that eannot
be replaced in the course of a year or two,
and in any case it seems to me that in this
period of change it is quite right to take
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steps to improve the marketing organisation
which we had at that time.

I would like, Bxst of all, to deal with its
effect more particularly on the produecers of
the eommodities concerned. If one thing has
been conspienous in the agricnltural condi-
tions throughout Australia since the last war,
it has heen the instability existing. We had
a hoom period after the last war and then
the depression, There have been slight
changes up and down since, but the point is
that the producers of the commodity in ques-
tien could never depend, for any length of
time, on what the price and general condi-
tions opetating in regsard to their produet
would he a vear or two ahead. That has
heen responsible for a preat deal of the
trouble that has come upon the agrienitural
indnstry of Anstralin—espeeially the export
sections. Quite a number of eminent thinkers
have given a good deal of attention to this
particular phase. I refer particularly to
Professor Wadham, Professor of Agricuiture
at the Melbourne University, In various
statements and writings he has made it clear
that, in his opinion, while there is no organ-
iseil method of marketing our major export
commodities then for so long can we expeet
this instability in the agrieultural industry.
He has also made the point that if we have a
hoom period in the industry and prices rise
hevondl more than payable levels, then there
s immedintely an influx of capital into the
industry, and other individuals, more par-
ticularly those most concerned with getting a
quick return from it, eome in. It is not very
long hefore whatever lag there was in supply
i overcome, and then a period of glut
follows.

Tn that period of unpayable prices these
individuals who eame into the industry
merely with the idea of taking advantage of
the pavable prices existing at that particular
time, ave the first to get out, and in the long
rut are probably the onty ones who get any
advantage from the boom period at all.
If they act promptly enough, they can get
out with some of the advantages that have
aceried during the boom period. On the
other hand, most of those engaged in the
industry make it their life’s work, and they
find themselves overloaded with indebtedness.
Quite often the latter think—aightly or
wrongly, but more often than not wrongly
—that the hoom conditions will continue
for n long time. If they base their expecta-
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tions and capital borrowings on that as
sumption, they soon find themselves labour-
ing under a load of debt, and thai is the
pusition apparent throughout the agrieul-
tural industry today. The marketing
schemes that are being operated by the
Commonwealth Government at present,
while in accordance with principles with
which we agree, do pot in practice by any
means meet with the approval of the pro-
ducers. Unfortunately the prices which the
Commonwealth Government is paying for
commodities under the various marketing
schemes represent less than the cost of pro-
duction.

I shall quote figures relating to the prices
of two products to indicate what we are
receiving under Federal marketing schemes
and the prices on a wholesale basis, com-
pared with what was paid in the base year
of 1911, T understand that most economists
are ngreed that in 1911 the balance between
tbe prices of agricultural products compared
with those received for the output of second-
ary industries and, in fact, for the output of
industries generally, were about on a fair
hasis. For that reason 1 am informed that
cconomists regard 1911 as a suitable year
for comparative purposes. In that year the
price of wheat in terms of actual eash was
3s. 6d. a bushel, whereas in 1941 it was
4s. 0%d4. The comparstive purchasing
power of wheat which in 1911 was 100, that
heing the base year, was in 1941 only 64.
Therefore the parity price of wheat wonld
he Os. 3Lyd. per hushel as compared with
4s. (1%4d. that farmers actually received in
1941, That diseloses a big gap between
the actual price and the parity price of
wheat, and affords some indication of the
explanation of the load of debt on the farm-
ing industry. It serves to indicate why the
producers are continuously clamouring for
more equitable treatment. The opinion seems
1o he general that woal prices are on a
better hasis and that the pastoral industry
is in a prosperous condition. The faet is
that compared with the base year of 1911,
our returns are still helow the parity priee.

My, Marshall: Does not the
wealth  purchase all vour wool
moment ?

Mr. PERKINS: What difference does
that make? In 1911 the actual price per
1h. was 9.58. and the purchasing power was,
of course, 100. The actual price per Ib.
that we received in 1941 was 1s. 1.43d. The
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parity priee for wool, if that commodity
were to be on a basis comparable with the
wholesale price in 1911, would have to be
1s. 5.17d. Members will see, therefore, that
in respect of the two commodities I have
mentioned, the prices received at present
are well below parity compared with those
that cbtained in the base year. Figures
are not so readily available regarding other
primary produects but, so far as one can
make 4 comparison, the indications are that
prices generally received by producers at
present are below the 1911 parity.

Mr. Marshall: That applies industrially
regarding the effective purchasing power of
wages.

Mr. PERKINS: The figures relating to
purchasing power are based on wholesale
prices and wages enter into the ealculation
to a large extent. In the eircumstances, L
am npot sure that the argument advanced by
the member for Murchison holds good.

Mr. Marshall; The purchasing power of
wages has depreciated very appreciably,

Mr. PERKINS: In 1937 a referendum
was held regarding certain of the powers
that are mentioned in the Bill now hefore
the House. Unfortunately the Labour Party
in Western Australia saw fit to oppose the
proposals on that oceasion. That party is
very prone to hurl charges regarding see-
tional interests at people who represent
primary producers. We have quite sufficient
justification for representing our sectional
interests and vaising our voices particularly
loudly at a time when the returns for our
produets are so much below parity, as I
have indicated in the figures I have quoted
to members. At all events, we could have
expected something better from a politieal
party that claims to represent all scetions
of the community, particolarly when we
merely ask for the Australian price for our
produets. However, I am glad that the
Lahour Party has reversed its attitude and
has agreed to help us in that direction. As
to the desirability of the markrting powers
within the country, whether we have douhts
regarding some phases, T believe most mem-
hers are in agreement. T consider that if
National Governments are to earry out their
policy as ennnciated from time to time, it
will be necessary for them to have the powers
now sought, otherwise if they shounld attempt
o take over the marketing of onr major
commodities as hetween econntry and eoun-
try, there would he grave daneer that they
would not he ahle to give effect to  their
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desires in order to achieve greater stability
in our economic life.

It seems to be assumed at the present
juncture that the British Empire and the
United States of America—I think it can
be rightly assumed—will be the spearhead
in trying to have the terms of the Atlantic
Charter carried oui. The trouble is that
there are many people who read into the
Atlaniie Charter questions respecting whieh
I have great doubts as to whether those
countries acecept such matters as being con-
tained in the Charter.

Mr. North: They are couched in such
general terms.

Mr. PERKINS: If the Atlantic Charter
does mean ali the things that some people
read into it, some of the statements being
made by responsible Ministers of various
Governments certainly indicate that there is
a good deal of disunity amongst them. An
outstanding example is the attitude of Great
Britain to its own agricolturists. The Minis-
ter of Agricnlture not long ago made a
statement to British agriculturists that after
the war British agrienlture would never be
allowed to vevert to the condition into which
it had fallen previous to the war.

Mr. Marshall: That was said also during
the 1914-18 war.

Mr. PERKINS: If that statement means
anything, it is that Britain is going to try
to maintain the volume of its agrienltural
production. Should that he so, how can we
expect to keep the export of many of our
major primary products up to the level that
existed before the outbreak of the present
war, not taking into consideration any ex-
pansion in our loeal production? Conse-
quently there is room for a good deal of
elarification as to what the Atlantie Charter
means, and I am afraid that many people
who are reading their own meaning into the
document are going to be sadly disillusioned.
Certainly we should not base our policy on
anything so illusory.

I believe that the marketing power is the
most important one that we shall have to
transfer to the Commonwealth. I term it the
most important one bhecause it will have the
most far-reaching effects, but I believe it is
vitally necessary to transfer that power, pot
enly from the point of view of our own
agrienlturists but also from the point of
view of national poliev. I see no chance of
Governments being able fo carry out their
eonsidered policies nnless they have the con-

2227

trol of exports. Everything points to trade
in these major export commodities becoming
a matter rather for negotiation between Gov-
ernments than trade between individuals.
We have reached a stage when these exports
affect Government policy to such a large ex-
tent, as well as the interests of the people
themselves, that it is impossible to leave the
business in any haphazard channel,

Regarding other powers under the Bill
and including marketing provision, there is
grave danger that, in the administration of
these powers, sonme injustice may be done to
Western Australia. It is our duty to guard
against that as far as we ean. We should
make whatever amendments are necessary
to render the Bill more watertight, but even
so we shall have to leave a certain amount to
the good will and honour of the Common-
wealth Govermment. Unfortunately, the
present Commonwealth Government has
given us some very bad shocks. Probably
all of ns can quote instances. An excep-
tionally bad one is in regard to the recentiy
appointed Meat Commission, whose powers
are to be operated in this State in respect
to pig ineats on the 1st Febrwary. On a
Commission sueh as that, which vitally
affects all the States of the Commonwealth,
ali the States should be represented, but in
the Commonwealth Parliament, where New
South Wales has 28 out of the 74 voting
members in the House of Representatives, it
has been seen fif to constitute the Meat Com-
mission entirely of New Sonth Wales repre-
sentatives. There was a man from Queens-
land who was not a meat producer—he was
really » wool man—but [ understand he has
gone to the United States of America and
has been replaced by another representative
from New South Wales. When the outlying
States receive that sort of treatment in an
important matter such as meat production,
we at any rate are justified in expressing
grave doubis as to the administration of
many of the provisions contained in the
Bill. We are justified in amending the clause
in any way that will make it watertight and
more likely to he administered in a fair and
proper manner as hetween all the States of
the Commonweslth.

I was jmpressed by one statement made
by the member for West Perth, namely, that
the Parliament of this State is a hody that
is immediately in touch with the people of
the State. If any abuse of power oceurs,
the people immediately hecome active and



2228

there is & fair chance of publie opinion fore-
ing a change of front if the action of the
Government is shown to be unjustified.
When it comes to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, located over 2,000 miles away, how-
ever, it is another question., It is practically
impossible for the voice of our people to
be effectively heard over there, unless they
threaten to adopt very drastic measures.

In the second category may be placed the
railway gauges proposals, provided the
reference is amended to carry out what we
believe is the intention. National works, as
a Federal responsibility, should mean much
in the post-war era. All of us can mention
projects, which it would be diffienlt for the
State Government to earry out on its own
initiative, but which, baeked by the Federal
organisation and its great power for raising
money, could greatly improve the amenities
of life in this State. There are housing and
water schemes and other projects thet would
he of very great benefit to Western Australia
but, even in that event, I am not sure that
the same results eonld not be obtained—
if the Commonwealth is so much concerned
ahout our welfare—by its making the money
available to us and allowing the State Gov-
ernment fo carry out such works under the
supervision of its own officers.

The Premier: That sounds all right, but
would you hand over a lot of your money
for somebody else to spend?

Mr. PERKINS: It would not be the Com-
monwealth’s money; it wonld be money col-
lected from the people, and it would only he
handing back something which is really ours
by right. Actually there are many benefits
acerning to the Eastern States from Western
Australig that eannot he measured in terms
of public revenue. We purchase a large pro-
portion of owr manutactured goods from the
Enstern States, and it is only fair that the
secondary industries there should be prepared
to contribute something towards the develop-
ment of Western Australia. T consider thai
we have a fair measure of justice on our side
in asking for some consideration in the way
of increased grants to this State. In the
third category I fear we must place some
clauses of the Bill whieh have apparently
heen included with the intention rather of
extending the power of the Commonwealih
Government to carry out its will and what-
ever radieal polieies it may decide upon, than
to effect immediate improvement of condi-
tions in this State. However, if any clauses
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can be amended so as to safeguard our pesi-
tion in Western Australia, I shall be ready
te support them upon amendment. I think
it wrong to approach the subject from the
point of view that anything brought forward
by the Commonwealth Government must be
wrong. That is not the right standpoint to
adopt. We have, however, bad s0 many bad
experiences of Federal policy that the Com-
monwealth Government cannot be surprised
at our viewing many of its proposals with
ceritical eyes.

I hold that Dr. Evatt was indeed ill-ad-
vised to threaten the States with a referen-
dum if they failed to do as he desires. Such
threats are likely to have the very opposite
effect to that which he expects. If a refer-
endum is finally attempted after all this
wrangling, I am greatly afraid that the
people may be influenced more by distrust of
Dr, Evatt than by the merits or demerits of
the proposals themselves. We are just as
much concerned with the welfare of Anstralia
as Dr. Evatt is, and I consider that the
Attorney General was not justified in mak-
ing some of the statements he did make at
the Convention, statements which have heer
repeated here. I say this in view of his
official position at the Convention.

The Premier: We are not wrangling very
much though, are we?

Mr. PERKINS: T was referring to the
proceedings at the Convention, and to the
eontroversy which has sinee taken place in
the Press. That is another aspect I had in-
tended to refer to—the threats of the Com-
monwealth Government, and of the Attorney
General in particular. The propaganda
which those people have put up comes very
badly from them. Tt is impossible for us to
discover how mueh the propaganda put up
by the Commonwealth Government in regard
to these proposals has really cost. Probably
the propaganda put out by the Attorney
General was rather more costly than any-
thing pnt out by the opposing party. In any
ease, in a demoeratie country, evervone, no
matter what his views may he, is entitled to
put forward those views, provided he keeps
within the law.

To sum up my attitude towards the Bill:
I shall certainly support the second reading.
I consider it highly necessary that during the
Committee stage we shonld amend clauses as
to which we feel any doubt vegarding their
real meaning. I do not think the Common-
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wealth Government is really so honest and
sincere in the protestations it has made that
it ean objeet to such a eourse on our part.
It would be extraordinary if all the Stale
Governments throughout Australia agreed to
identically the same Bill, and the adoption
of that course does not seem at all necessary.
Actually, if the Commonwealth Government
gets the substance of the powers asked for,
that is all it needs. In regard to anything
we feel justified in amending, I hope that
course will be adopted in this Chamber,

MR. SAMPBON (Swan): ] regret finding
myself unable to support the Bill as sub-
mitted. The powers it asks for are greatly
in excess of what should be granted by the
States. The Bill asks that there shall be
power to make laws for the peace, order,
and good government of the Commonwealth
for the purpose of post-war reconstruction.
That is a work to which there is practically
no limit. Some reference was made by the
member for Mt. Magnet to the virtues of the
Commonwealth Government. There have also
heen references to what the Government has
doue in relation to infant health. I have
yet to learn that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has done anything for the infant health
movement. What has been done in Western
Australia has been done by our own Gov-
ernments. ] know that in other matters the
Commonwealth Government mayv have done
something, but as vegards infant health
work, no!

The Minister for Labour: In every State
the Commonwealth Governmnent has estab-
lished the Lady Gowrie system.

Mr. SAMPSON : Probably the Minister is
confusing this with the buosh nursing
scheme. I realise and acknowledge the
idealistic view taken by the member for Mt.
Magmet. Tt is a very fine view, bnt one which
in connection with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment my experience urges me not fo ne-
cept. 1 want members to think back over
the view taken by this State on previous oe-
casions when added powers for the Com-
monwealth were concerned. It has heen made
perfectly clear that the Western Anstralian
people are by no means enamoured of the
Commonwealth’s work. In fact, the confi-
dence our people have in it is very poor
indeed. Back in 1933 a vote was taken on
the subject of secession, the question put to
the electors being— .

Are you in favour of the State of Western
Australia withdrawing from the Federal Com-
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monwealth established under the Commonwealth
of Australin Constitution Aet (Imperial)?
And the vote in favour of withdrawal was
138,653, whereas the votes of opponents of
withdrawal numbered only 70,706, Thus
nearly double the number of the electors
wonld then have preferred, and probably
that number would still prefer, if times were
normal, to withdraw from the Federal bond.
The State having decided by such an over-
whelming vote to secede, it is not reason-
able to expeect that there can have been
meanwhile a big change in that viewpoint.
As a matter of fact I know of nothing ex-
cept perhaps a sympathetic feeling which
people might have towards the Common-
wealth Government becguse of the war prob-
lem that ‘it is facing,

The Premier; And the magnitude of the
problem of reconstruction,

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. We had a prob-
lem of reconstruction following the previous
war. I do not know that any objection
was ever raised to what the Commonwealth
Government did then.

The Premier: Yes, because we had to
face the finaneial responsibility.

Mr. SAMPSON: We had too much to do
then. We always have too much to do where
the Commonwealth Government is concerned,
amd even if the Bill is passed thot feature
will probably repeat itself. We must not
allow the war to carry us off our feet, al-
though there is a possibility of that bap-
pening. If members will refer to Seciions
92 and 99 of the Commonweslth Constitu-
tion they will find that, although the powers
do not wholly disappear, so far as control
by the States is concerned they largely dis-
appear. We know that Commonwealth law
deals with industry and commerce, which is
o very wide term.

The Bill hefore us proposes to {ransfer
to the Comnonwealth Government power to
deal—and this is the first item mentioned
in the Bill—with the reinstatement and ad-
vancement of those who have heen members
of the Fighting Services of the Common-
wealth during the war, and the advancement
of the dependants of those members who
have died or been disabled as a consequence
of the war, That is a matter which certainly
should receive attention, Following upon
the 1914.18 war, it did receive attention. Re-
patriation departments were formed through-
out the Commonwealth and mueh was
done to assist our returned soldiers and
their dependants, At the fime the Com-
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monwealth was much poorer, although it
did what was in its power, with the
money at its command, in that connec-
tion. No objection was raised to that,
nor is it likely that any objection will be
raised in the future. No person is likely to
offer the slightest objection to help being
afforded to those who have been engaged in
the Fighting Forces and doing war work.
I am positive that this particular matter is
so important as to justify its reeeiving the
greatest consideration and the fullest sup-
port.

The next power proposed to be transferred
relates to employment and unemployment,
another very large question. If everything
were done in that regard we should indeed
have a change broughi about the extent of
which could scarcely be estimated. If this
power iz transferred to the Commonwealth,
I doubt whether any great power would be
Jeft to the States. If the powers proposed
by this Bill to be transferred to the Com-
monweslth are transferred, then not one step
but several will have been taken fowards
unification, Qrganised marketing of com-
modities is proposed to be transferred (o
the Government by this Bill. T am taking
some interest in the Apple and Pear Aec-
quisition Seheme and, if that is an example
of what we can expect from orgnnised
marketing, then I am eertain we would he
hetter off if this power were not transferved
to the Commonwealth. The last person to be
considered in that scheme is the person who
grows the fruit. Prices have been published
in the Press which show that under the
scheme the growers were paid 2s. 4d. to 3=,
4d. per case, whereas during the day or two
the scheme did not operate, the prices ve-
ceived by the growers ranged from 8s. to
15, per ease. Therefore, one must look with
donbt and misgiving upon the suggestion that
among the powers to be transferred to the
Government should he the marketing of eom-
modities. I am not in a position to diseuss
uniform company legislation. So far as 1
am aware, we have up to date heard nothing
about our own Companies Bill, under which
people who in the past have apparently heen
fair game for “mo-getters” would he pro-
tected. The transfer of the very comprehen-
sive powers sef out in this Bill should not be
aproved by this House.

Mr. Cross: What rights has the Common-
wealth?
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Mr. SAMPSON : It already has sufficient
rights. If the hon. member desires to see
his life-work come to an end, then he should
do his best to assist the passage of this Bill
into law.

Mr. Cross: Tell us what sovereign rights
the Commonwealth has?

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member will
have an opportunity to tell us what he de-
sires to say.

Mz, Cross: You do not know.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The Premier: Read Section 51

Mr. SAMPSON: Let the hon. member
read Sections 51 and 99; these will give him
some knowledge of what is required,

Ar. Cross: You have not read them.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the hon. member is
50 desirous of being informed I will read the
sections to him.

The Premier: No.

Mr, SAMPSON: I do not blame the Pre-
mier for trying to steady his too talkative
supporter, but if the member for Canning
will refer to Year Book No. 37, page 16, he
will get the information for which he is ask-
ing.  But that should not convinee him or
anyone else who approaches this matter
fairly, that this Bill, if passed, will be help-
ful to the State. We should not transfer
these powers. We have had what is collo-
quially known as a very rough spin. We
are a long way distant from the seat of the
Commonwealth Government and it seems that
the further distant we are the less considera-
tion we receive. This State has been a dump-
ing ground for Eastern States manufae-
tures, Our factories have heen closed. We
had factories here before Federation that
would have no hope of operating suceess-
fully today. We have become a mark-time
State. T feel sympathy for the Minister for
Industrial Development and often wonder
how, in existing cireumstances, owing to the
hehaviour of Eastern Btates manufacturers
and legislatorsy towards this State, he can
possibly achieve success in securing the pro-
duetion of lacal goods, which certainly are
reguived.

This is 2 dairying State, Tnder the leader-
ship of an ex-Premier, Sir James Mitchell,
great progress was made in the development
of that industry.  But what is happening
today? We find that when it is possible
for shipping to provide it, this country is
heing almost overwhelmed with powdered
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milk. The manner in which this commodity
from the Eastern States has eome and is
coming into Western Ausiralia is a sulfi-
cient commentary on the way this country
is treated by factories of the Eastern States.
It may be said that we should not abject
to competition. We would not do so if we
had started at the same time, but the East-
ern States had many years' start before this
State began, and the bringing in of
powdered milk is an exemplification of what
happens in regard to our products and the
difficulty we have in fully developing our
dairying industry. The small-populated
State works for the bigger States, That,
unfortunately, has always been the case. I
do not think it is an exsggeration to say
that we are the serfs of the Commonwealth.
I firmly believe that people here work harder
than do those in the Eastern States, because
they have to do so. The moment there is
an indieation that sucecess has come to any
factory here, then, or very shortly afterwards
it is possible to witness the importation of
goods, the effect of which is to bring abont
the early elosing of that factory. We are a
primitive people and are not allowed to pro-
gress by those who should be supporting us
in our development.

Mr. Thorn: We are a market worth
£10,000,000 or £12,000,008 a year to the
Eastern States.

Mr. SAMPSON: As a market for the
Eastern States we are worth about
£12,000,000 to £13,000,000, and the reason
we have been unable to supply these goods
is hecause of our small population, and also
becanse from time to time those who have
shown capaeity in any way have been
tempted eastwards. If members look back
they will recall the ease of very many skilled
workers, able thinkers and representatives
of different industries in this State, who
have been tempied to the Eastern States. I
repeat that the power asked for under this
Bill is not nceded. Tt is not in our interests
that it should be given. T hope T am not
lacking in eonfidence and faith, but I am con-
vineed that to give these powers to the
Eastern States is to do something that will
prove injurious to us. Se far as this State
is eoncerned, it seems to me that we might
consider the Commonwealth Government in
the same way as perhaps a canary might
eonsider a eat. For a long while we have
been marking time and have made no pro-
gress, and the reason is that we are under
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the domination of the East. Under normal
conditions it would be very much better if
we were an independent State.

T remind members of what happened
recently in regard fo the lemon-producing
industry. It might be said that is not a
big matter to introduce in connection with
such a subject, but it is symptomatie. The
Price Fixing Commissioner established a
price of £9 per ton for winter lemons,
whereas the price in New South Wales was
50 per cent. more, namely £13 10s. Why
this variation in a country which is under
one flag, with one destiny and composed of
the one people? Again, the price of honey
is determined by the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner at 514d. a pound, but in the Eastern
States it is 7d. Why should there be such
a big variation? It appears that whatever
is done in Western Australia can never be
the paying proposition it would be in ihe
other States of the Commonwealth. There
is a differentiation of treatment and that is
& very serious matter.

The Minister for Lands: Have they been
fair in regard to the rationing of newsprint?

Mr. SAMPSON : I have had no experience
of that. Talking of newsprint rationing,
very early in the war it was snid that there
were to be no new publications, but it was
not long before a new daily newspaper
was permitted to start in Sydney. I wonder
what would kave happened here if something
similar had been proposed. Tt would have
been looked on with a different eye. If it is
in Bydney or Melhourne a kindly feeling is
at once engendered for the proposition. 1F
such a proposition were made bere I do not
know what would happen, but T wounld be
exceedingly surprised if approval were given.

The V'remier: So they preserve the mono-
poly of “The Weat Australian” as onr only
morning newspaper.

Mr. SAMPSON: At the time the war
hroke out it was competent for anyone else
to start a newspaper, hut now I do not know
that anyone would desive to do so. I do not

think it wonld he either praeticable or pos-
sible.

The Premier: Yon have gone into that
thoronghly!

Mr. SBAMPSON: It is a subject on which
T can speak with some knowledge, becnuse
steadily ineome has contracted and difficni-
ties have inereased. T want to point ong to
the Premier that there was no apparent dis-
inelination te give speeial approval to the
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lieve, was u large Sydney daily. I desirve
now to read a few lines from a pamphlet
which was issued by the Associated Cham-
bers of Commerce of Aunstralia and comes
from the eivie centre at Canherra, Tt is
headed “Commonweaith Powers Bill” and is
as follows:—

The business communities of Vietoriz, South
Australin and Western Australia have recently
expressed their views for the bemnefit of their
respective State Legislatures on the Common-
wealth Powers Bill. The following condensed
report of a broadeast given reeently by the
Rt. Hon. R. G. Menzies on the subject is of
particular and valuable intevest at the
moment :—

. “*Let me summarise by reminding
you that, broadly speaking, there are two
ways of amending the Constitutional
powers of the Commonwealth, One is by
popular referendum after the necessary
Bill has passed both Houses in the Federal
Parlinment. The other is by direet legis.
lation by State Parliaments, the prevision
being that any power transferred hy =a
State Parlinment is to be exercisable only
in the Btate or States making the trans-
fer.”?

At the Convention several of us strongly
eriticised the Commonwealth proposals on two
grounds. Ome was that unlimited powers were
being sought under the guise of particular
powers, that is, that the real nature of the pro-
posals was coneealed, The other ground was
that the statement of the powers asked for
was more in the nature of a pelitical pro-
gramme or piece of propaganda than a true
change in the fundamental law. Some of this
criticism is entirely applicable to the proposals
now being considered by the State Parliaments.

To iliustrate what T mean, let me mention
three of the powers which the States are being
asked to tranafer. The first can be described
approximately as ¢‘the repatriation power,’’
Now, the fnet is that this power has always
belonged to the Commonwealth and was freely,
and on the whole successfully, excreised by it
for many years after the last war. Some
attempt i3 being made te suggest that after
the last war returned soldiers on the whole had
a raw deal and that this was due to some de-
fect in the powers of Parliament. In truth,
returned soldiers in this country had at least
as good treatment as in any other country in
the world, including that in countriea where
no questions of constitutional limitations upon
power existed. That mistakes were made can-
not be denied; but T have never heard it sug-
gested that any doubt existed as to the power
of the Commonwealth DParliament to de the
right thing by those who have fought for the
conntry. Tt thus appears that the present
proposal to hand ever the repatriation power
i3 unnecessary and meaningless, There is no
veason whatever why the Conmunonwealih Par-
linment should not forthwith pass a law giv-
ing preference of employment to returned mem-
bera of the Fighting Services; and u consti-
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tutional argument is a poor substitute for the
enactment of such a just and necessary pro-
Vision,

Then take the power which it is proposed
to hand over to deal with employment and
upemployment., That the Commonwealth shpuld
accept far-reaching responsibilities for the re-
lief of unemployment and for the enactment
of such matters as nnemployment insurance, I
have ne doubt at all. But when it is proposed
to enable the Commonwealth to make any law
it chooses bearing upon the problem of em-
ployment, T merely want to point out that this
power is 30 wide and far-reaching that nobody
can at this stage see its limits,

T do not know that T will read the whole of
it.

Mr. Cross: Nobody ean hear, so it is all
right.
" Mr. SAMPSON; If the hon. member can-
not hear, I will lend him my eopy. These
matters ave dealt with completely in that
address hy Mr. Menzies, and I am hopeful
that it will he possible for members to read
it,

Tle Minister for Labonr: Mr, Menzies took
a tremendous interest in the Convention.

Mr. SAMPSRON: I1e did, and it is a good
thing he did so. I hope he will continue
o take an interest and that some, at least,
af his idens ean be earried into cffect. Qno
cannot help feeling that the war is being
used to make possiblg the advancement of
certain principles. The member for DMt.
Magnet stated—followiug an interjection by
ihe member for Guildford-Midland that the
matter referred to was political—that it was
not a political one and should not he treuted
as such, T quite agree with him. Butitis a
fact that statements which give eolour te the
charge of propaganda have been made. One
was made by Mr. C. G. Fallon, Federal
Precident of the A.L.P., and Geperal Secre-
tary of the AW.U,, who presided over the
Federal Lahour Conference in Melbourne &
short time ago. He said—

Tt would be impossible to deny that our war
cffort was governed by an intention to imple-
ment the extreme left wing planks of the
Labour platform in the form of nationalisa-
tion and socialisution. . . We aseocinte this war
emergeney with the achievement of nationalisa-
tion and soeialism, . .. The Labour movement,
creating a new civilisation to prevent the per-
petuation of the one one, will push the ecapi-
talist system right out of the way. .. Our Gov-
ernment at Canherra i so impressed with the
inevitability of this transformation that it has
appointed a suh-committee of its own members
to pinn how it shall take place in this country, .,
We are indeed making use of the war to imple-
ment our Labour poliey,



[21 Janvary, 1943.]

Again, at page 365 of No. 12 of the Com-
monwealth Parliamentary Debates for 1942,
Mvr. F. P. Baker, Labour, Queensland, made
the following statement on the same matter—

I often hear the ery raised in this House
that the Labour Party is using wartime condi-
tiong as an excuse to introduce its policy. We
make no apology for that. That is why we
are here. We can win the war only by imple-.
menting the Labour Party’s poliey, and, fur-
thermore, that is the only way in which we can
win the peace. I direct the attention of the
Committes to the platform and objective of the
Australian Labour Party, which shows that the
Labour Party is pledged to control all firanee
and banking. We make no apology for trying
to implement this plank of our platform. The
ouly apology I have to make is that we are
going too slowly about it; we should move
nhead a great deal faster.

Mr. Marshall; Hear, hear!

Mr. SAMPSON: I am glad that some
matter meefs with the hon. member’s ap-
proval, but it would be better perhaps if that
partienlar statement did not receive his
approval, beeause thizs matter should be
approached in a non-party attitade and
should not be used to advance the politiea!
platform or cause of any party.

The Minister for Labour: It sounds as if
the “Kondinin Courier” will soon be under
Government contrel.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 wonder how long
i would continue then; I hope the
(iovernment would do better with it than
with the State hotels. I realise that
the Bill provides that if there is dis-
satisfaetion regarding the passage of the
measure, it will be competent, at a later
stage, for a referendum to be iaken. That
seems to me to savour of what is sometimes
termed “poppycock” or “bunkum.” Person-
ally, I would, when the armistice is declared
have no cbjection {o the referendum heing
taken on the added powers set out in the
Bill, If that were done, there would be
nmple time hefore the peace was signed for
the vote to be taken, and it would cause no
one any anxiety, and wonld not endanger
any war effort.. There iz no need for the
clause dealing with the reinstatement and
advancement of those who have been mem-
hers of the Fighting Services to be in-
cluded in the Bill. No-one would he against
it. Tt is very alluring, but quite unneces-
sary.

Myr. Doney: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment exercised that same power at the end
of ihe last war,

2233

Mr. SAMPSON: That is so, and there is
nothing to prevent it from doing so again.
That power is definitely associated with de-
fence, and I marvel that it should be in-
cluded in the measure. Another thing eon-
tained in it is a clause dealing with uni-
formity of railway gauges. We have for a
long while heard the member for Clare.
mont urging that this should be brought
about. His has been a voice erying in the
wilderness. Why was it not done? Every-
one knew it was essential. The hon. member
has done everything possible to get action.

The last item relates to powers to deal with
the aborigines. I have vet to tearn that the
Commonwealth Government has ever shown
any capacity in dealing with raeial problems,
and I do not consider it will deal with the
native guestion in a satisfactory manner.
LPersonally 1 would prefer that the destinies
of our natives should remain under the con-
trol of our own Minister who is charged
with that responsibility teday. I am sure
he would carry out the task mueh more
vffectively. He would ecrtainly know of the
difficnities of our natives long hefore know-
ledge of them could reach Canherra. In
fact, I believe that many of these matters in
relation to which it is suggested there could
he improvements, could he dealt with quite
satisfactorily by our own State authorities.
Apparently we are to have a new heaven and
a new earth, Under the new order it will
be possible to have evervthing. Then we have
been told that although the Commonwealth
Government desires the powers sct out, it
will not exercise them. I for one do not he-
lieve that.

The Commonwealth Government will exer-
cise all the power it can seeure, and one of
the first consequences would be to render the
people of this State incapable of laoking
after their own affairs. That is my henest
helief, Moreover, T am of the opinion that
were it not for State Ilovernments,
that resuit would have been seeured
in this and other States long hefore
now. The Government may be faunlty, hut
it is not so faulty that the position of the
people would be improved if its functions
were handed over to ‘the Commonwealth
Government, Under these propesals we are
to have nationalisation of industries, naked
and unashamed. T think T am justified in
making that statement. We arve to have
evervthing that a dreamer might conjure up
in hiz mind.



2234

The Premier: Where do you lind that?

AMr. SAMPSON: In the Bill

The Premier: Where abouts?

Mr. SAMPSON: Shall I read some of it?

The Premier: Yes; you will get hopelessly
fogged it you do.

My, SAMPSON: Very well. There is the
reference to “trust, combines and mono-
polies.” 1oes it not come under that head-
ing? 1t might be brought under the refer-
ence to “national works.” The Common-
wealth Government will certainly be able to
define that under the heading of “trusts,
combines and monopelies.” and so deal with
sich industries and enterprises as may still
be earried on in Western Australia.

The Minister for Labour: Because of
Russin’s progress in the war, the bogies of
nationalisation and socialisation have lost
a lot of their frightening powers.

Mr. SAMPSOXN : I do not know about that.
1 do not know whether the Minister is still
an advoeate of nationalisation and socialisa-
tion. In view of his experience regarding
the State trading concerns, he should accept
it as a warning that along that road is grave
danger.

Mr. North: Perhaps he wants to put them
in a cold climate.

My, SAMPSON: That may be so. The
Minister may have very good reasons for
dealing with them in that way. I do not
think he would maintain his good health if
he were to aceept the task involved under
that heading. There have been times when
T wondered if a breakdown in the Minister's
health would not follow a perusal of some
of the details. T myself felt ill when I ex-
amined the figures regarding last year's
trading of State undertakings. I am sure
any ordinary managing director or share-
holder wonld have felt ill if he had perused
the figures for the State hotels and the Fre-
mantle Enginecring Works,

The Minister for Labour: And the State
Insurance (ffice?

Mr. Crosx: Or the State Eleetricity Sup-
plv Department?

Mr. SAMPSON: We have received mo
mandate from the people respecting this
matter. That ix a word that on very many
oceasions has been mueh averworked, but in
this instanee it can be elaimed that there has
heen no mandate at all. Have the people in
any way expressed a desire that adeqnate
powers shall he ziven to the Commonwealth?
T do not think se. T have not heard of it.
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Some may be prepared to do away with the
Siate Parlioments; but even s0, 1 do not
think that would get them out of their
troubles. The people of this State have
shown by their vote their desire for freedom.
While at the present time that objective is
unattainable, we should certainly refrain
from surrendering any of the powers that re-
main with us. After the armistice has heen
declared and the peace treaty signed, there
will be ample opportunities to consider the
matter forther and to ascertain the will of
the people. That being so, I have no hesi-
tation in saying that the granting of the
powers dealt with in the Bill is quite un-
necessary to enable the Commonwenlth Gov-
ernment suceessfully to earry ont its work.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) : After listen-
ing to the speeches delivered by the Pre-
mier, the Leader of the Opposition, repre-
rentatives of the legal fraternity and others
interested in the subject matter of the Bill,
during the course of which they indicated
that they had delved deeply into the consti-
tutional aspects of the issnes now hefore the
Houvse, I propose to be very brief in my re-
marks, I am irrevoeably opposed to grant-
ing the powers provided for in the Bill. To
my mind the proposal as a whole amounis
to pure unification. The suggestions that
were submitted by the Federal Attorney
General in November as nececssary to be
submitted to the people by way of a refer-
endum, also amounted to umifieation un-
adorned. Dr. Evatt found it was impossible
to have his proposals aceepted even in the
Commonwealth Parliament and much less by
a majority of the people in a majority of
the States. Therefore he convened the Con-
vention that was held recently and was nt-
tended by the Premiers and Leaders of the
Opposition in the State Pavliaments, to-
rether with representatives of the (Common-
wealth Government. His proposals were
amended overmight, and when placed before
the Convention were found to embody very
minor alterations. To my mind the prapo-
sals in the Bill now still amemnt to nnifiea-
tion-——perhaps not unadorned but adorned
with a very small fig-leaf.

The Commonwealth Government has under
present-day war conditions all the powers it
could desire. With its National Seeurity
Regulations, its Wards and its Dedmans, the
Commonwealth Government is doing alf
sorts of things to take away privileges the
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States at present enjoy, The Bill now be-
tore the House asks us to give the Common-
wealth Government the powers it seeks and
to allow it to continue enjoying those powers
after the war has terminated. I listened
to the member for Avon who placed before
the House facts and figures and dealt with
constitutional rights. His was one of the
most interesting speeches delivered during
the debate. He proved conclusively that
after the 1914-18 war the Commonwenlth
Government exercised sll the powers that
we are now asked to cede fo it. I venture
the opinion, despite the views expressed by
legal luminaries, that the Commonwealth has
full power to repatriate the men who today
are fighting oversea,

The Premier: A pity the Commonwealth
did not do so on the other occasion.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It did, to a great ex-
tent.

The Premier: No fear!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am prepared to go
so far as to give the Commonwealth that
power because, under the Financial Agree-
ment, the Commonwealth is the only auth-
ority that ean handle it. 'We have no power
to raise money, having given away that right
some years ago.

Let me recall what happened under the
financial emergency legislation. The whole
of Australia was stampeded by the Imperial
and Commonwealth Governments into pass-
ing emergency legislation. What was the
effect? It demoralised the whole of Aus-
tralia, reduced the standard of living and
put thousands of men and women out of
work, and for 10 long years we suffered all
the degradation, misery and starvation pos-
sible in a civilised country.

Mr. Fox: We are going to remedy all that.

Mr. Marshall: We are a long time doing
it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Now we are asked to
part with more of our powers, to give away
our sovereign rights and have no say in
the running of this State, which all of us
love. We are asked to give away those rights
for five years, I say they will be given for
all time. For five years after the termina-
tion of hostilities, a ecountry is prosperous.
History proves that there has been no un-
employment for a few years after a war. The
aftermath comes later. What is the use of
giving sueh powers fo the Commonwealth
for five years? I say the passing of this
Bill will mean handing over those powers
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for all time, and I am not prepared to give
them away. We have had enough of this
enrsed Federal octopus; we have had enough
misery from being stampeded into doing
things in the past. After the 1914-18 war,
there was a boom and the prices of primary
products reached a higher level than ever
before.

The Premier, at the Convention, tried to
make the best of a bad job. According to
his remarks quoted this meorning by the
member for Subiaco, he said he was pre-
pared to trust the Curtin Government, hut
he did not know about trusting another
Government that might come into power.
This is not a politieal question at all. 1
am not prepared to trust any Commonwealth
Government. We are so far away from the
seat of government that I am not prepared
to part with our soveretgn rights to any
Commonwealth Government,

Mr. Marshall: Those rights have gone
already.

My, J. H. SMITH: By passing this mea-
sure, we shall he placing ourselves entirely
under the domination of the Commonwealth
Government. All our powers and all our
State rights will be given away. All that
will he left to the State will be the Fduca-
tion Department, the Civil Service, the
poliee, and the Old Men’s and Old Women's
Homes. The Commonwealth even proposes
to take over our agricultural lands. It has
already decided to take our Minister for
Lands to be chairman of 4 commission. The
Commonwealth desires to deal with all in-
dustrial matters. If we pass the Bill, it will
be tantamount to placing ourselves in the
position we found ourselves in when we de-
cided to fight the present war. This is what
Germany stands for—national soeialism. It
means that everything will be under the
control of the Government; evervthing will
be nationalised.

We would like to have the post office and
its revenue for the State. If we had ob-
lained secession 10 vears ago when the State
agreed to it by a two .to one -majority, we
would have had onr post office and would
also have had the right to impose excise
duties. On this Bill there is a difference of
opinion not only amongst the legnl frater-
nity, but also amongst people all over Aus-
tralia. This morning the member for Mi.
Magnet exhibited a hook of coupons issned
vnder this domination of ihe Federal
authorities.
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Mr. W. Heeney: What would you sug-
gest in lien of coupons?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I suggest that ail
that sort of nonsense is unnecessary. What
is the use of coupons? This rationing is the
most ridiculous thing that was ever known
in any country. It has been imposed under
National Seeurity Regulations.

Mr. Fox: In order to emsure equal dis-
Lributjon.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: We talk about doing
away with dictators, but today we ave really
living under a dictatorship.

The Premier: Without rationing, the rich
people would get all the things they require.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: There is no question
of the rich people getting everything. The
people working in munition and allied in-
dustrics never had so much money in their
lives as they are getting now. I do net
mind whether they earn £30 or £40. The
trouble is that when a man has worked for
10, 12 or 14 hours, he is not entitled to get
a glass of beer or a pipe of tobacco becanse
of the rationing. People in my distriet for
eight or 10 days each month have not been
ahle to pet a glass of beer or a hit of
tobaeco, beeause they are rationed under the
enrsed dictatorship set up under the National
Seeurity Regulations.  In spite of that,
some memhbers are prepared’ to give the
Commonwealth more powers, I will not
give away those powers.

Mr. Needham: You have no powers to
give away.

Mr. J. 1I. SMITH: The hon. member
never nttered truer words. TUnder existing
conditions, the Commonwealth has all the
power it needs for the winning of the war,
T realise that we have no power. Bat the
memher for Perth wounld go further. He
was in the Federal atmosphere for so long
that he has not heen able to dissoeiate him-
solf from it. He said that we should give
the Commonwenlth full powers; it would not
matter to Western Australia, which is the
Cinderella State, as it always has heen.

Mr. Needham: T did net say that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That was the im-
Pression  eonveved by the hon. member's
1emarks,

Mr, Needham:
pressionable.

Mr. J. T1. SMITH: T agree that we shall
have to give the Commonwealth powers in
vospeet to repatrintion. The desire of every
mnember is to do everything possible for the
men who arve fighting for our freedlom. We

Then you are very im-
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want to give them every opportunity when
they retarn to he repatriated, perbaps placed
on the land; but God forbid that they be
placed on the land under the same condi-
tions as on the other oceasion, under which
they have suffered starvation ever since. We
want to see them placed in snitable employ-
ment. That can be done by the Common-
wealth but, apart from that, the State shonld
retain its sovereignty.

I referred to what happened in 1931 when
we were stampeded into passing the financial
emergency legislation. That came under the
same conditions. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment introduced that legislation withont
calling a convention. It invited the Pre-
miers and Attorneys General to a conference,
and sent them back to the States with that
legislation. What has been the result? The
people have been discontented ever since.
Qur courts are full of offenders hecanse of
that. Some men were still working under
sustenance conditions two days a week until
this war broke out. Hundreds of my con-
stituents have gone to the war. They were
not, it is true, married men with ehildren.
How c¢ould men on 23s. or 30s. a week get
married and support children? One of our
police magistrates has spoken of voung fel-
lows of 16 to 18 years appearing before him
on charges of burglary. Is not that the
fault of the measures adopted during the de-
pression period?

The Premier: That is not a general thing.

Mr. J. I. SMITIT: The remedy is not to
put the power of legislating for this State
in the bands of peaple in Canberra. In the
Honse of Representatives Western Australia
has only five members in 75. T do not pro-
pose to give awav any of the powers of this
State. T would not give the Commonwenlth
Government any more powers than it pos-
sesses, I oppose the seeond reading of the
Bill. The Premier does not like the measure,
nor does the Leader of the Opposition, or
the Leader of the National 'arty. Certainly
the Premier decs not like the transfer of the
powers in the Bill to the Commonwealth.
Then why support the proposal to transfer
them?

The Premier: Because of the war!

Mr, J. H. SMITH : The propasals include
practieally everything except cducation and
police,

The Premier: What about the important.
subjeet of beer?
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AMr, 7. H .SMITH: The Bill embraces that
also. However, that faect does not trouble
me. The Premier’s ears must often burn,
though T ilo not sugzest that beer will win
the war. Still, the Premier knows he bas
made some bad friends through his failure
to take a fivm attitude towards the Common-
wealth Government’s rationing. In the tim-
ber country in my distriet men work for ten
days without being able to get a drink of
beer o1 wine or spirits. I repeat, the Pre-
mier's ears must burn when he thinks of men
kaving to work for eight or ten days without
heing able to get even a glass of beer.
T hope that in the Committee stage the Pre-
wier will accept necessary amendments, and
that we shall then say to the Commonwealth
Attorney General, “You must accept the Bill
with the amendments we have made. We are
not prepared to give youn the full powers you
ask for. We are not prepared to allow you
to industrialise the whole of Australia as
proposed by the Bill. We will let you re-
patriate our soldiers, and after that we will
carry on.” T reserve to myself the right to
vote against the third reading of the Bill.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington):
This is one of the most important Bills that
has ever come before the House, and T expect
that one’s electors want to know the thoughts
of their representative regarding it. How-
ever, one must be eareful in ‘what one says
regarding the measure, in view of threats
from Canberra that investigations will be
made into the opposition to the Bill. That
might lead one to believe that there will be
investigation into anything said by any mem-
ber of this Chamber. I regard the threat as
a pieee of eolossal impudence. Stil), such
a statement wonld not be published ir our
leading journals unless there was something
behind it. 1 feel confident that the state-
ment was made to intimidate members op-
posing the Bill. Many years ago we had a
referendum—Andrew Fisher being Prime
Minister at the time—and that referendum
was accompanied by a threat that if eertain
proposals were not carried a Bill would be
brought down that would cause those oppos-
ing the measure referred to in the referen-
dum to fall down with fright. Despite that
threat the referendum was overwhelmingly
defeated, like most referenda submitted in
Anustralia.

I cannot help thinking that this Bill has a
strong party politieal bins. That is proved
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by the faet that five out of the eight mem-
bers constituting the Drafting Committee for
the Bill belonged to one political party.
There were five Labonr representatives on
the committee, and three non-Labour repre-
sentatives. Despite the fact that the sug-
gestion has been ridicnied, I believe that the
Bill, if carried in its present form, would
do a great deal to bring about socialisation
of industry, which I am convinceed the spon-
sor of the Bill had in view. Mr. Fullagar,
EK.C., of New South Wales was asked what
he thought of these proposed extensive new
powers; and the following is quoted from
him in an Bastern States paper:—

The Bill, if effective, would give the Com-
monwealth Parliament powers greatly in ex-
cess of the powers which it already possesses
by virtue of the defence power. In addition to
providing for the reinstatement and advance-
ment of the membera of the Fighting Forees,
it would have powers to make laws with respect
to: Employment and unemployment in any
matter whatsoever econeerning the relations be-
tween employer and employees, or any employer
or employees. Power to fix wages independ-
ently of the Arbitration Court, or to remove
workers from one place to another, or to pre-
vent n worker leaving or changing his employ-
ment. Complete control over employment of
every kind would be in the hands of the Com-
monwealth.,  Organised marketing, establish-
ment of compulsory pools, and engagement by
the Commonwealth in ordinary retail trading.
Trusts, combines, and monopolies, including
power to nationalise mines, public utilities, ete.
Production and distribution of goods. Pro-
duction of a commodity conld be limited to
one factory, or totaily prohtbited. Distribution
could be limited and export prohibited. Uni-
formity of railwny gauges, or any part of any
State railway. National works, ineluding any
work the Commonwealth thought fit, National-
isation of health and medical services. Collective
farming, Preference to unionists, prohibiting
preference to memhers of the Fighting Services
in this or any previous war, Some of the ques-
tiong referred, Mr. Fullagar considered, wers
political rather than legal questions, therefore
he did not answer them.

Other eminent men agree with Mr. Fullagar

and, if there is any doubt on the point, 1
prefer to aceept his opinion.

The Minister for Labour: Does the mem-
ber for West Perth agree with it?

Mr. MeLARTY: I think he does, largely.
The opinion of so eminent a lawyer is suf-
ficient to indicate to members that there is a
grave danger, if these powers are trans-
ferred to the Commonwealth, that nationali-
sation of industry will be one of the first
great matters to be considered by the Com-
monwealth and ultimately brought about.
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Mr. W. Hegney: Would you like to see
things after the war as they are now?

Mr. McLARTY : No. I want a start made
now, but I propose to deal with those mat-
ters later on. I do not helieve for one
moment that these powers will be fransferved
for a five-year period only, nor do I think
any member of this House does. I am sure
the Premier does not believe it. For ex-
ample, would eompany law be handed over
to the Commonwealth for only five years?
Does anyone seriously believe that uniform
company law would operate for that period
only? It is ridienlous to think so. Not-
withstanding that it is the considered opinion
of some eminent people throughout Austra-
lia that these powers will be transferrved for
e term of only five years after hostilities
cease, ] contend that that is not believable,
beeause the powers could not be carried out
effectively in that time. A start would hardly
be made before there would he a request for
an additional term. I personally believe that,
once given, the powers will be lost to the
States for all time and will be irrevocably
written into the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion; unless the States become dissatisfied,
partienlarly this State, on account of its
- long distance from the seat of the Common-
wealth Government. There will then be a
stronger move than ever by this State for
secession, and something will have to be
done to return the powers to the State as
the result of such a move.

Mr. Fox: We will get different treatment
in the future.

Mr. MeLARTY: I am glad to learn the
member for South Fremantle is so optimis-
tic. If ony State needs different treatment,
this State does.

Mr. Fox: Whom do you blame?

Mr. McLARTY: I blame the Common-
weslth Govermment, irrespective of parties.
I am afraid that the hon. member’s party
bias is so strong that he eannot overcome it.
I shall vote for the seecond reading of the
Bill. I told the member for Pilbara that
we ought not to wait until after the war
before making a start in preparing for oyr
peace problems. I know those problems
will be diffienlt. T have no wish to see
thousands of men walking the streets with-
out work, nor do I want to see the dis-
organisation which would follow. But I
do not think it necessary to give the Com-
monwealth all the powers for which it is
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asking. 1 agree that the Commonwealth
should be given power to deal with the
reinstatement and advancement of those who
have been members of the Fighting Services
and the advancement of their dependants.
Should there be anv donbt about the Com-
monwealth’s having that power already we
should resolve it. I am also prepared to
give the Commonwealth power to deal with
organised markefing of commodities, and
particularly—as the member for Greenough
suggested—exportable commodities; bhut 1
wonld not give the Commenwealth power
to start trading concerns, as Mr. Fullagar
suggests it will he able to do if this power
is transferred. I hope we shall be able to
pin the Commonwealth down to the organ-
ised marketing of commodities. I would
also agree to the transfer of power fo the
Commonwealth to deal with oversea ex-
c¢hange, but ne more. I do not think the
Commonwealth should contrel oversea in-
vesiments.

The Premier: Large sums of money are
sent onf of Australia.

Mr. MecLARTY: Is it done to a
lavge extent?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. McLARTY : Then it is done by people
trading with other countries. 1 do not be-
lieve that large sums of money are being
sent ont of Australia. It is less likely to
happen in the future.

Mr. Patrick: It does not go out in the
form of money, anyhow.

Mr. M¢LARTY: No, but in the form of
wool, wheat, gold, timber and our other
exportable primary products. Here, again,
we must be careful. I am not prepared to
go hevond the transference of power to deal
with oversea exchange. 1 would transfer
power to the Government to deal with air
transport. I do not see how it is possible
nct to give the Commonwealth that power,
although when the question was submitted to
a referendum, the people rejected it.

Mr. Patrick: The present Government
opposed it.

Mr. McLARTY: Yes. Tf was rejected. I
am prepared to agree to the transfer to the
Commonwealth of power to control air trans-
port, which has developed to & tremendous
extent sinee that referendum was taken and
which must play a most important part in
the tvansport of this rounfry in the future.
1 am also prepared to agree to the trans-
fer of the power relating to familv allow-
ances. It has heen suggested that the Com-

very
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monwealth already possesses this power. I do
not know, but I know thai the States can-
not earry out their financial obligations in
regard to family allowances. Therefore I
would agree to allow the Commonwealth
Government to take power in those direc-
tions. Ii was suggested by a previous
speaker fhat we had not any powers to
hand over. That is not correet, or this Bill
would not have been brought down. There
are powers we can hand over, and they are
all-important powers. In regard to these
other matters—particularly employment and
unemployment—there is no reason in the
wide world why the Commonwealth Govern-
ment cannot make money available to us
to carry out our great pumblic works. It
has done so in the past; why not in the
future? I would oppose the handing over
to the Commonwealth Government of com-
plete control of all onr public works and
the future development of Western Aus-
tralia.  The Federal authorities do not
know sufficient ahout ws, and in the past
liave not shown sufficient interest in us, and
to give them cobtrol of employment and
unemployment would not be in the best
interests of this State.

Mr. MeDonald: It is the first time they
ever thought abont aborigines in 40 years.

Mr. MeLARTY : I was talking about em-
ployment and unemployment. I ihink we
have power in regard to trusts, combines
and monopolies. This sounds very well in
print. 1t tickles the ears of eertain people.
The words “combines, trnsts and monopo-
lies” appeal to some people, and they see
red immediately; but I am not prepared to
hand this pewer over to the Commonwealth
Government, particularly with the class of
Minister in the present Commonwealth Gov-
crnment. I wonld not like to say what will
be declared a combine or a monopoly. I
would prefer to Jeave it to the judgment of
our State Ministers. As has been frequently
said, we have power to deal with combines
and monopolies, Then again, with regard
te profiteering! T think the department of
the Minister for Industrial Deyelopment has
prosceated certain people for profiteering,
and I am not prepared to give power to
people in far-away Canberra to say who is
profiteering in Western Australia.

The Premiier: Would you be prepared to
give us power in Western Australia to
do it?

AMr. McLARTY : Yes.
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The Premier: In peace time?

Mr. McLARTY : Yes.

The Premier: That is a concession; we
have never had that hefore.

Mr. MeLARTY : I think so.

The Premier: No,

Mr. M¢LARTY: Well, I have told the
Premicr that I would be prepared fo give
our own GGovernment power necessary to deal
with prefitecring. I am prepared to support
the second reading of the Bill, but I hope
that the Government has not determined that
it shall pass just as printed. I have heard
appeals to members not to treat this as a
party political matter. If it is so treated
and the Bill goes through as printed, I will
vote against it on the third reading. A sug-
gestion has been made that it should be sent
to a Seleet Committer. T favour the sugges-
tion. T hope the Premier will agree. I do
not think we can give too mneh time to the
consideration of this Rill. There is no need
to rash it through.

The Premier: There will not be any at-
tempt to rush it through.

Mr. MecLARTY: I give the Premier full
eredit in that direction. He is not attempt-
ing to rush it through and has given membera
every opportunity to discuss it. T hope he
will aceept the sugezestion to send it fo a
Seleet Committee, where it can be thoroughiy
examined. We are in the dark in regard to
cortain of the clanses. There is a great deal
of difference of opinion aboaut the measure.
Eminent men disagree and we should know
what we are voting on. T veniure to say
there are a number of members in this
House—if not all—who have grave doubts in
regard to certain clauses of the Bill. That
heing so, it warrants consideration by a
Select Committee as has been suggested. On
those eonditions, I support the second read-

ing.

MR, SHEARN (Maylands): Like pre-
vions speakers I listened very carefully, first
of all to the specch delivered by the Pre-
mier and then to that delivered by the Leader
of the Opposition, I am sure that other
hon. members, like myself, appreciated the
opportunity afforded of hearing on the one
day two separate viewpoints in relation to
the deliberations of the Convention. It ma-
terially assisted us to appreciate the atmo-
sphere in which the Convention was ap-
proached and the attitnde in which subse-
quent proceedings were held. There have
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been a considerable number of speakers sinee,
amongst whom the foremost were those with
legal knowledge, and we as laymen rightly sat
back to hear their opinions. I have given
much consideration to the opinions and the
doubts they have expressed in regard to the
application of some of the powers being
sought under the Bill. As a layman I feel
that one has to get the whole sitnation into
itz proper perspeetive in order to arrive at
some conclusion, excluding for the time being
what has probably very aptly been termed
the legal technicalities associated with the
operation of the powers proposed to be trans-
ferred to the Commonwenlth authorities.

1 believe that I am correct in saying that
hesides myself most members—if not all—
from time to time have not only expressed «
desire for but have very rightly pointed out
the need in the interests of humanity for a
re-alignment of the whole of our economic
and social edifiee, if the eonditions of the
people we represent are to have any material
improvement. Side by side with that con-
sideration comes the paramount question of
how that purpose is to be attained. May I
in that connection be permitted to observe
that my mind goes back to consider just what
power, if any, lies within the compass of
this State’s poliey or that of any other State
adequately to deal with any or all of the
propositions involved in this Bill? One of
the most foremost problems is the housing
of the people of this State and other States.
Recently one who is a very much greater
authority than I wounld ever presume to be
said that there was or will be an the cessa-
tion of hostilities a shortage of anything
from a quarter of a million to half a million
homes. FEven allowing for the fact that there
has heen g considerable exodus from the
couniry. T know from personal experience
that there is an acute shortage of houses
today. There will bhe those who will say
that that state of affairs can be ae-
eonnted for by the vrestrictions intro-
duced by the Commonwealth (Government
in order to conserve manpower and materials.
But even before then there was an acute
shortage of homes. Rents had been high
and the conditions of many people who
claimed to have homes were not only often
unhygienie, bul a disgrace to our State.
That question alone is one that must be
tackled. T am wondering, irrespective of a
consideration of this Bill, what the powers
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that be will do to adjust temporarily the
critical ¢ondition brought about by the pre-
sent shortage of bouses.

To give an illusiration of the situation, a
week or two ago in my electorate a woman
with four children was, after the regularities
of the law had been eomplied with, put out
into the street. That woman had no cover
over her head for 24 howrs. As a result of
the efforts of the Child Welfare Department
the children were provided for, and some
temporary assistance given to the woman.
There was a woman and four children desper-
ate for a home! Even now she has not one,
hut only temporary aecommodation. One
eould go on ad infinitum quoting eases, not
so critical, but requiring cqually urgent atten-
tion. So I ask myself, initially, if this im.
portant matter of the promises justifiahly
made to the men and women of the Fighting
Services, to take care of their positions after
the war, will be observed more faithfully
than characterised the position at the end
of the last war.. I do not say that at that
time the returned men and women were en-
tirely neglected, but I make this emphatie
statement that they were s long way from
being catered for in aceordance with the
promises given, “A land fit for beroes to
live in!”" That was a popular slogan, but
the conditions in this State, and I believe
they were similar to what obtained in the
other States, were no credit to constituted
authority at that time.

It is, on this occasion, the duty of the re.
sponsible authorities tn Australia to do all
they ean to co-operate, and to co-ordinate
some plan to ensure that better conditions
will obtain for these men and women, and
the munition workers, than was the case after
the last war. I had the misfortune, on the
one hand, and perhaps the good fortune on
the other, to be representing Maylands dur-
ing the latter part of the depression period.
I would deplore the mere possibility of a
recurrence of those conditions after the eces-
sation of the present hostilities, Members
must pay keen attention to the fact that the
unemployment problem would still exist if
it were not for the actual hositilities. The
problem of suitable employment for our men
and women 1is, therefore, one starkly veal
today as it was in 1940. So we ask our-
selves, “What ean this State do about it?”
Western Australia, in ecommon with the other
States, signed the Financial Agreement, and
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subsequently agreed to the wniform taxation
proposal, and by so deing uine-tenths of our
finaneial resources passed from our keeping.

Whilst we still retain considerable powers,
we have lost the necessary and elementary
ones with which to finanee—and without
finance we can do nothing—any of the
schemes mentioned in this or any other
measure whieh postulates having the neces-
sary financial resources available. Since the
Commonwealth Government has the control
of finanee, foreign exchange and all means
to handle the fnancial structure of Aus-
tralia, it seems to me that we are faced with
the pesition of having to take into considera-
tion our responsibilities towards our people,
and at the same thme of being able to realise
that, as we have not the finanecial resources
with which to amecliorate present conditions,
we must find some way to co-operate with the
Federal authorities who ean provide these
facilities. So that, jealous as I am as a
Western Australian of the powers that this
State does or should possess, I have an equal
responsibility to safeguard the position as it
exists; in other words to face up to realities
and not indulge in what might be termed a
mere expression of platitudes.

Members have said that they will nat he
parties to giving away our sovereign rights.
No member is inclined to do that, hut we
must be equally sensible of what, after
all, are the sovereign rights we possess
at the moment. We do not possess control of
our finanees, and that is a material portion
of our sovereignty already ceded.

I supported the secession movement some
years ago, and I will be honest enough to
say shortly why I did so. It was not becanse
I believed that it would be in the best in-
terests of Western Australia to secede; far
from it. I am satisfied that nine-tenths of
the people who, like myself, voted for seces-
ston did not for cne moment do so with any
idea of having it carried into effect. We
did it so that it would have a salutary effect
on the people of the Kastern States whe,
we felt, were not giving us, as a State and
part of the Commonwealth, a fair deal. The
result of that referendum fortified the Gov-
ernment of this State and had a satisfactory
repercussion in the attitude of the Common-
wealth Government at that time. This mat-
ter must be approached from an attitude en-
tirely devoid of any party political flavour.

All members are sensible of the fact
that this is one of the most momentons
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that we have been or will
be called upon to make. It hehoves us,
therefore, not to allow any party influences
or tendencies to sway us in our judgment.
We, too, must be aware of the fact that we
are assuming respoasibililies which, under
ordinary circumstances, would rightly rest
upon the electors. I have to make my de-
cision in the interest of some 8,000 people, I
have to form my judgment not for the bene-
fit of a few people who have particular ideas,
but in the best interests of the people as a
whole. In other words I am attempting to
approach it from what is the humanitarian
outlook. Today we have people writing let-
ters to the paper, speaking over the air or
addressing meetings, all expressing their
views on this vital subject. Unless we are
to be hypocrites, we must analyse these
matters in the interests of humanity and,
incidentally, in the interests of all the
people even though they may be found
inimical to the interests of a few.

To those people, some of whom live in my
own electorate, who are organising meetings
of protest against the transference of these
powers to the Commonwealth, I should like
to put several questions. One question is:
Why have you not taken the trouble to
aseertain what my opinion is, knowing that
I vepresent the Maylands electorate and
may be called upon today or next week to
give a decision on a matter of outstanding
importance? In putting that question I am
putting it personally. Some of these people
have not taken the trouble to ask me how
[ intend to vote. That is indicative of how
much interest they take in the matter. I do
not mention this in an egotistical sense, but
with a full appreciation of the responsibility
ithat attaches to arriving at a decision that
may affeet the interests of 8,000 people
within my electorate. There are those who
are addressing meetings and talking over the
air, who have not sufficient interest in the
well-being of my electors to ascertain my
views. Possibly their answer to my query
would be that they do not think my views
are worthwhile. If that is their attitude, my
answer to them is that there can well be &
mutual admiration society as between them
and myself.

With regard to the question of sovereigm
rights, I do not desire to go extensively into
that phase. Some who have been members
of this Chamber for a much longer period
than I have will appreciate as much as I do

decisions
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that there is much useless talk about the
sovereign rights that we possess. Assuming
that people who are speaking in opposition
to the transference of powers are honest in
their desire to fulfil all the promises that
have been wmade to wmen ard women
who are in the Fighting Services on
their refurn to eivil life, I put a
further question: If the people of Western
Australia decide, in their wisdom or unwis-
dom, to reject the Bill in its entirety, what
o you propose to set up in its place? It is all
very well to adopt an insular attitude, but
where will that get nus? I would like to ask
particularly the gentleman whose name ap-
pears so prominently in this morning's issue
of “The West Australian,” whether he pro-
poses at tomorrow night's meeting to present
a definite and unequivoeal alternative to the
proposals that are submitted to us in the
Bill. If he does, T shall be very pleased to
follow him. It is all very well to stand up
and criticise proposals such as those embodied
in the Bill, but we have to bear in mind that
this is a matter that can very well affeet the
destinies of the State, and in those circam-
stances such people should be prepared tn
snbmit alternative proposals.

If I hazard a gness as to what the effect
of any alternative will be, it is that this State
may find itself left out of any arrangement
reached. 1 do not share the opinion ex-
pressed that the Commonwealth Government
will, shonld there be strenuous opposition to
the proposals, eonsider that Western Aus-
tralia is not interested in its proposals. I
fancy the Premier made that suggestion. An-
other member said that, if Western Australia
did not partieipate, it would be deprived of
the advantages of any arrangement that was
arrived at. T do not think the Commonwealth
Government would exclude Western Aus-
tralia from any benefits that were available.
T think, however, it most important that this
State should see to it that its special diffieul-
ties are placed prominently hefore the Com-
manwealth Government. In the past Common-
wealth Governments have not properly
understood them. I do not know that they
wanted to understand thems. Certainly they
have not given much evidence of their desire
to appreciate them, and in the circumstanees
it is imperative that Western Australia
shonld have adequate representation at the
conference tahle and make our difficulties
and differences known to those in authority.
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I am satisfied that the representatives we
had at the recent Convention achieved some
results in the interests of Western Australia.
Despite all that was said to the contrary, it
seems almost impossible to obtain the con-
sideration of our major prohlems that is so
essential in the interests of Western Australia
in its relationship to the Commonwealth. In
the ¢ircumstanees, would we not be extremely
foolish if we adopted an obstructive attitude
and refrained from participating in any
future deliberations that I assame will take
place between the representatives of the
Commonwealth and the other States? Should
we 1un that risk seeing that we are desir-
ous of doing everything possible to secure
the socvial and ceenomic rehabilitation of our
men and women on their return from war
service? Were we to do so, we would find
that Western Australia was without the
neeessary resources to enable us to give
cffeet to our desires. I would not like to
be party o any such attitude. Therefore
I regard it as imperative, in the interests
of Western Australia and of Australia
genevally, that our attitude should be
such as to enable us to have repre-
sentation at futore conferences. We must
remember that the Sfate Government is
responsible  for the well-heing of one-
third of the Continent but in our fune-
{tons as a State we have a responsibility to
Aunstralin as well as to Western Ansiralia.
T am assuming that there will be a further
Convention at which plans will be discussed
for the post-war reconstruction of Austra-
lia’s economie and social conditions,

T shall support the second reading of the
Bill, oot because I am in agreement with
all its provisions and not because I believe
the Commonwealth Government has not at
present all the powers it seeks to have
transferred under this legislation, but he-
eause I see in this move an opportunity to
seenre a proper alighment of matters that
arise bhetween Western Aunstralia and the
Commonwesalth, I believe that we must see
to it that we have representation at any such
gathering so that Australia’s obligations to
Western Australia may be put on a proper
basis and that we may make certain that,
on their return from active serviee, men
and women who have participated in the
war offort shall have ample provision made
for them ont of the financial resources that
are possessed by the Commonwealth.. In
order to make my position elear in the
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abgence of any other alternative and to meet
ibe situation we shall inevitably be involved
in on the cessation of hostilities, I support
the second reading of the Bill on the definite
understanding that it will be referred to a
Select Committee. I would like that Select
Committee to consist of members of both
branches of the State Legislature in order
io seeure the viewpoints of all, and to make
eertain that the combined wisdom we can
bring to bear on this matter in relation to
the difficulties of Western Australia, is
devoted to its consideration so that the whole
matter shall be properly analysed and all
the ambiguities that it is suggested are to
be found in the Bill—that there are some is
obvious even to a layman—shall be ironed
out,

The Bill should be dealt with in that way
so that people who have voiced objections
to it shall have an opportunity te secure
an adequate hearing, and that proper and
full consideration may be given to their
views by the Select Committee. In turn,
that body can furnish a report to this Honse
and another place and ultimately we may
submit our views, in the light of the inquiry,
io the further conference that I take it will
be held between representatives of the Com-
monwealth and the States. By that means
we will, as far as is humanly possible, deal
with the bogies that have been raised, and
investigate the possibilities of the misuse of
powers respecting which we shall be able
to provide adequate safeguards. On these
conditions alone I shall support the second
reading of the Bill.

The PREMIER.: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Mr. SPEAKER: I point out to members
that, if the Premier moves the motion, he
will have the right of pre-andience and will
close the debate if he speaks.

Mr. Marshall: That is not necessarily so.
He may not speak. He may give way to
someone else,

Mr. SPEAKER: If the Premier exer-
cises his right of pre-audience, he will close
the dehate.

Motion put and passed; debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SFECIAL.
THE PREMIER: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday next at 11 am.

Question pat and passed.

House adjourned at 5.1 p.m.
179}
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